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Abstract. In the world with great power countries who are focused in achieving military
advantages to gain world influence, it is important to study countries that use soft power to attract
other countries and gain their influence. And one of these countries with strong cultural and
economic power, is the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. UK has many soft
power assets worldwide, as the widespread English language, BBC World Service, the British
Council, and institutions of higher education and Commonwealth of Nations. Overall, it is evident
that modern UK is no match to a former UK, which had global hegemony, in terms of hard and
soft power. But, nowadays, it only remained its soft power influence, which is still a great
achievement of UK’s foreign policy, because it can be converted to a real actions and policies that
are beneficial for the post-brexit UK. And this soft power capacity is already being converted to a
real action, which can be observed in a new international initiative of the UK “Global Britain” that
is aimed at increasing the influence of UK and its role in geopolitics. Therefore, because of the
new stage of a cold war between U.S.A. and Russia — UK needs to re-establish its once power
position in International Relations.
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Basic provisions

In the twenty first century, United Kingdom (UK) is seen as a former global
power, which had a massive military, economic and cultural influence all over the
world. UK often portrayed by political experts and even usual citizens worldwide,
as a “client state” of USA. According to the book “Guide to International Relations
and Diplomacy” by Michael Graham Fry, “A client state is a state that is
economically, politically, or militarily subordinate to another more powerful state in
international affairs” (2004). These characteristics visible in UK-US relations,
therefore, they believe that UK has no real impact to global politics nowadays. And
moreover, it is fair to claim such statements, because of practical examples. One of
which, can be observed in the invasion of Iraq in 2003 by the US.

Introduction

UK was the first to enter the military coalition and actively participated in a
ground skirmishes, despite the fact that this military invasion violated the
international law [1]. In the meantime, other powerful European countries, Germany
and France rejected to participate in this military operation.
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However, the first sign of the loss of power of UK to USA was during the Suez
Canal crisis in 1956, when naval forces of UK, supported by France and Israel,
attempted to take control over the Suez Canal, because the government of Egypt
decided to build a dam in Suez Canal, which could give them an ability to close the
canal and stop shipments. Note that, this event was happening during the
deterioration of Egypt’s relation with Western countries, and improving relations
with the Soviet Union. In this sense, there was a threat of a new global war. Hence,
the American president on that moment, Eisenhower, threatened to destroy the
pound on international money markets if UK wouldn’t withdraw its forces [2].

On the other hand, other experts suggest that, the reason for diminishing role
of UK in the world is largely self-inflicted. The country has become inward-looking,
fretting over whether it's a country at all.

Overall, considering the above stated facts, it is relevant to assert that UK lost
its dominant position. In this regard, it is important to identify the current role of UK
in world politics, opportunities and challenges of modern UK, and to analyse the
power and capacity of UK’ soft power in the context of geopolitics, who recently
left the European Union and who is: 1. actively promoting its own unions and
associations; 2. trying to establish its own rules and orders in international relations
nowadays.

Description of materials and methods

Firstly, to understand the UK’s goals in geopolitics, it is important to describe
the term “soft power”. According to the implementer of the term “soft power” Joseph
Nye, it is an ability of a great power country to spread its influence through political,
military, economic and cultural tools — to push small and medium power states to do
something, which will be beneficial for a great power state. Soft power can be
conducted in a three ways [3]. The first is to threaten by demonstrating military and
economic power, but not to use them. The second is to invest money and resources
to make other country dependent. The third is to attract for cooperation by using
political values and peaceful foreign policy. And all of these three methods should
be conducted along with a cultural reach, political values and military-economic
strength. As a result, a great power state will achieve a “client state” who will be,
willingly or unwillingly, in a zone of influence of a great power state, which will
also protect from other powerful states and provide assistance [4]. Therefore, a
cooperation that was built by using soft power can be equally beneficial in most
cases.

Furthermore, the government of UK set a new international ambition after the
Brexit from EU. The new goal called “Global Britain”, as stated in the official report
of the UK’s government “Global Britain is about reinvesting in our relationships,
championing the rules-based international order and demonstrating that the UK is
open, outward-looking and confident on the world stage” [5]. The new initiative has
an implementation framework, which consists from several plans/steps [6].

Results



1. The first plan “Sustaining strategic advantage through science and
technology”:

- making the UK a “Science and Technology superpower’ until 2030;

- improving the competitiveness of the IT sector of UK worldwide;

2. Second ““Shaping the open international order of the future:

- protecting open societies and universal human rights worldwide;

- encouraging for open and adaptable global economy;

- promoting an open international order, that reflects democratic values and
interests, to reduce the risk of conflict and limit malign activity

3. Third “Strengthening security and defence at home and overseas™:

- combatting external threats, “weapons of mass destruction”, “terrorism” etc.;

- fighting regional conflicts;

- addressing challenges in national and international security.

4. Fourth “Building resilience at home and overseas™:

- building national resilience;

- elimination environmental degradation;

- developing healthcare system.

Nowadays, the UK known as a “soft power superpower”, since it had and has
massive impact on our world [7]. The English language is the most popular spoken
language, it is used as the international communication language by usual civilians
and high officials worldwide. Many English scientists and philosophers put their
effort in building the world we know. UK had numerous colonial states all across
the world by using its, for that moment, strong naval forces, and as a results, its
cultural, political and military-economic influence zone became great. But, the main
success of the British colonialism, is that London has managed to maintain a good
relations with its former colonial states, despite the horrific actions that were done
by the British Empire against colonies [8]. The government of UK created a “British
Commonwealth of Nations” in 1931. The main purpose of this union is to maintain
friendly cooperation and communication between UK and its former colonies, who
also have to accept the British monarchy as a symbolic head of the association.

However, the UK didn’t to use this organization as their main and prior zone
of influence, instead the British government were focused on the European region,
specially EU. It tried to surpass France and Germany, and establish hegemony in
Europe. But, after joining EU, the government of UK quickly lost its nationalist
ideas, because they couldn’t compete with USA and USSR independently.
Therefore, UK’s economic, military and political sectors began deeply integrating
with other EU member states [9].

Furthermore, in 2020, the UK exited form the EU after the majority of citizens
voted to leave, which was the result of nationalist campaign for independents of UK.
This unleashed new challenges, but also, new opportunities [10].

The big challenge was in the fact that, after the exit from EU, the nationalist
climate still remained, and citizens of Scotland and Northern Ireland demanded to
stay in EU. This brought political dispute and tensions between citizens within the
UK [11]. It showed the weak point of the government of UK, who previously swiftly



eliminated separatists and didn’t let to address destructive messages targeting to
destroy the unity of UK.

The next challenge appeared during the first covid-19 global pandemic. It
revealed the importance of cooperation, yet the UK government were in wicked
relations with EU member states. Hence, UK had to deepen the cooperation in
healthcare sphere with EU states, specifically in making a vaccine and distributing
it, in order to fight the new infectious disease and halt the spread [12]. This fact,
reignited debate concerning the brexit.

Discussions

Moreover, as it was stated above, brexit brought new opportunism too. The
association of Commonwealth of Nations, which was unfairly disregarded by the
British government received its full recognition and importance for the UK. The
union, which consists from 54 sovereign states [13], became a primary partner for
post-brexit UK’s external affairs. The UK uses Commonwealth of Nations to
advance its trade agenda, trade agreements and deepen ties with like-minded
countries, since they have common history and language. The main aims of this
organization are:

- economic development;

- democracy-building;

- free trade promotion;

- poverty reduction;

- health-care programs;

- cultural exchange [14].

Overall, it is noticeable that soft power is significant asset for UK’s foreign
policy. And it is being used to promote strategic goals of the government of UK.
Thus, soft power is being converted into actions in international relations. Other soft
power tools of the UK are visible in BBC World Service, the British Council, and
institutions of higher education [15].

Finally, with regard to the above stated facts, it is justifiable to claim that UK
lost is dominant position in international relations, because of the external reasons,
as USA during the Suez Canal crisis and internal reasons, as separatist and
nationalist movements, as well as the incompetence and lack of political will of high
officials, who led to the decrease of UK’s role in global politics.

Conclusion

However, as it has been pointed out, currently, UK is trying to re-establish its
dominance on the world stage by using its soft power assets, such as Commonwealth
of Nations, BBC World Service, the British Council, and institutions of higher
education.

Overall, it is evident that modern UK is no match to a former UK, which had
global power, in terms of hard and soft power. But, nowadays, it only remained its
soft power influence, which is still a great achievement of UK’s foreign policy,
because it can be converted to a real actions and policies that are beneficial for the
post-brexit UK. And this soft power capacity is already being converted to a real



action, which can be observed in a new international initiative of the UK “Global
Britain” that is aimed at increasing the influence of UK and its role in geopolitics.
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Y nei0putanus. ¥ I5I0pUTaHUSHBIH TYHHUE KY31H]I€ KeH TapajiFaH arbUIieiH Ti11, BBC Oykapanbik
aKmapar Kypan Kbi3MmeTi, bputannsik KeHec, conmaii-ak »ofapbl OKY OpPBIHIApHl MEH YITTap
JlocTacThIFbl CUAKTBI KOIITEreH JKyMcakK KyaT akTuBTepi O6ap. JKaunrmbl, Kazipri ¥JIbI0pUTaHUSHBIH
KaTThl KOHE IKYMCAaK Kylli >KarblHaH >kahaHJBIK TereMOHMsFa He OOJFaH OYpPHIHFBI
Y npI0puTaHUSIMEH CalbICTBIpyFa KEJIMEWTIHI aHBIK. OWTKeHi, Ka3ipri ¥JIbpIOpUTaHHsAga TEK
YKYMCAK KYII KaJIJbl, COH/Ia J1a OYHBI Jli JIe OpUTAHABIK CHIPTKBI CasCATTHIH YJIKSH JKETICTIT1 et
caHayra 0onajbl, OMTKEH1 OHbl ¥JIBIOpUTAHUS YIIIH Maiiaibel HAKThl OpeKeTTepre aifHaJIIbIpyFa
6omangel. Conapiktan AKII nen Peceil apachiHIarbl KbIpFU-Ka0aK COFBICTBIH KaHA KE3CHIHE
OailaHbICThl  ¥JIBIOpUTAHUSL XaJIbIKAPAIBIK KaTblHACTapJarbl OYpBIHFBI O€piK YCTaHBIMBIH
KaJIIbIHA KEATIPY1 KepeK.
Tipek ce3aep: )KyMcak Ky, ¥JIbI0pUTaHus, Teocascar.
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AHHOTanusA. B Mupe rie BHEIHss IOJIMTHKA MHOTHUX JINIUPYIOIIKUX CTPaH, OPUEHTUPOBAHA
Ha pa3BUTHE BOCHHOM MOUIM IS YCHUJICHMSI CBOETO BIMSHHMS HAa MUPOBOW apeHe, BaXKHO TaKkKe
TOBOPUTh U O CTpaHax, KOTOPHIE HCIIOJIb3YIOT TOJIBKO MATKYH) CHIIY JUISl IIPUBICYECHHS JPYTHX
CTPaH B CBOIO 30HY BIUsAHUSA. 1 OMHOM U3 TaKuX CTpaH C CUIBbHOW KyJBTYPHOH M SKOHOMUYECKON
mompto sBisercss CoenunenHoe KoponeBctBo BenmkoOputanuum u CesepHoit Hpnanauu.
BenukoOputanus o6n1agaeT MHOTMMH aKTMBAaMH MSTKOM CHJIBI 1O BCEMY MHpPY, TaKMMHU Kak
HIMPOKO PacHpOCTPaHEHHBIN aHINIMNCKUH s13bIK, Becemuphas cimy:x0a BBC, bpuranckuii coser, a
Takxke BblcliMe ydeOHble 3aBeneHuss u CoapyxectBo Hanumii. B menom odeBHIHO, UTO
coBpeMeHHasi BenukoOputaHus He MOXKET CpaBHUThCA C¢ ObiBIIEH BenukoOpuranuei, kotopas
uMena oOaJbHY0 FeréMOHUIO, C TOUKH 3PEHHUs KECTKOM 1 MATKO# cuiibl. Ho B HacTosiiee BpeMs
or y bpurtanum ocramach TONBKO MSTrKas CHJIA, YTO HO-TIPEKHEMY SBISETCS OONbIINM
JOCTH)KEHUEM BHEIIHEH MOIUTUKK BennkoOpuTaHuM, MOCKOIBbKY €ro MOKHO KOHBEPTHPOBATH B
peanbHble JEWCTBUA, BhIroAHbIE 1 BenukoOputanuu. M 3TOT moTeHUMan MATKOM CHUIIBI yiKe
TpaHchopMupyeTcss B peajbHOe AECHCTBHE, YTO MOXKHO HAOIIOIaTh B HOBOH MEXIYHApOIHOU
uHumaruee BenukoOpuranuu «ImobanbHas bputanus», HanpaBieHHas Ha YCUJICHUE BIUSHUS
BenukoOpuranun u ee ponu B reomnoymTHke. [109TOMy HM3-32 HOBOro 3Tama XOJOIHOW BOWHBI
mexay CIHIA u Poccueit, BenukoOputanuu He0OX0UMO BOCCTAaHOBUTH CBOM HEKOT/IA CHIIbHBIC
MO3ULIMK B MEKIYHAPOAHBIX OTHOLIECHUSX.

KuaroueBble ciaoBa: wmsrkas cuia, CoenunenHoe KoponeBctBo BenukoOputanuu wu
Cesepnoii Upnananu, reonoauTuka.
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