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Annotation. This introductory article aims to: provide an initial review of literature related
to the topic of research work; clarify the approaches employed by scholars for analyzing the
phenomenon; explore the research gaps and possible ways ahead; outline the research work’s
structure and the key features of each chapter. The modernization of China's higher education
today is the result of the reform and opening policy. The unique experience of the rapid
expansion of Chinese higher education over the last decade has attracted increasing attention
from academic scholars both in China and abroad.

We study the works published at different times and focus on their source value. The
existing research in China and abroad mainly focuses on the background and conditions of
higher education reform, existing problems and countermeasures, experience and reference of
other countries’ construction. We did this by systematizing and comparing a number of data
according to our chosen topic.

The majority of Chinese scientists, acknowledging the principle of justice as one of the
values of educational policy, believe that justice in education implies the unity of two
components: equality of opportunities for obtaining high-quality basic education for all citizens
of the country and ensuring state guarantees for continuing education in vocational educational
institutions. The authors come to the conclusion that Chinese researchers propose to solve
problems in the field of education by using the progressive experience of domestic and foreign
education while maintaining the priority of China's national traditions with a close relationship to
the solution of socio-economic, political, cultural and even moral and ethical problems in
Chinese society.

Keywords: China, higher education system, modernization, politics, the principle of
justice, educational policy, international experience, reform

Basic provisions. From the perspective of history, this study takes the four
major reform measures in the construction of higher education in China over the
past four decades as the object. This study considers the implementation of these
reform initiatives and construction effectiveness. On the basis of the literal
examination, this paper concludes that the reformation of China's higher education
has distinct characteristics of hierarchical, phased and dominant.

On the basis of reviewing and summarizing the four important reform
measures, this study concludes that there are many problems that cannot be ignored
in the reformation of China's higher education. These problems are mainly
expressed in three aspects. First, the state domination and administrative power
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offside in the dislocation of the logic of university operation. Second, the
university functions, which include personnel training, scientific research, social
services, cultural heritage and innovation, are uncoordinated. Third, the
universities lack their own characteristics, specifically in university orientation,
disciplinary development, and talent training model.

Introduction. Since the reform and opening up in 1978, China has taken the
construction of building a strong nation of higher education as an important
national strategic task. Since then, China has issued major reform measures such as
"211 Project”, "985 Project”, 2011 Collaborative Innovation Program™and "First-
class University and First-class Discipline Construction" [1, p.45]. These reform
measures have led China's higher education to transform from the extension to the
connotation, from the scale to the quality [1, p.71]. It is a fact that China’s higher
education has made great achievements in a short period of time. These
achievements include a major shift in the university's ideology, and the quality of
higher education is constantly improving. However, due to the influence of the
environment and other factors in China 's real system, the development of higher
education has many practical problems. The implementation of these four reform
initiatives, and the problems during the reform are worthy of in-depth study.

In view of the existing problems, this study puts forward the strategic
thinking of the reformation of China's higher education. First, we should follow the
inherent logic of university development. We should adhere to the unity of
academic power and administrative power as well as government control and
university autonomy. Second, we should insist on the coordinated development of
university functions, which include personnel training, scientific research, social
services, cultural heritage and innovation. Third, we should build the university's
own characteristics in clearing their own positioning, developing the characteristics
of disciplines and cultivating talented people.

Purpose and objectives of the research: The purpose of this research work is
to study the progress, problems and results of the reforms of China in the
development of higher education since 1978 and to look for opportunities to gain
experience for the development of higher education in Kazakhstan.

Description of materials and methods

This research focuses on the core proposition of “Review and Reflection of
China’s Higher Education Reform in the Past 40 Years”, and insists on the unity of
history and logic. "211 Project”, "985 Project”, "2011 Collaborative Innovation
Program™ and "First-class University and First-class Discipline Construction" four
strategic initiatives as clues, according to "why reform" (background analysis),
"how to reform" (strategic measures), "what effect” (construction effect), "what is
the problem™ "(Insufficient reflection) The logical path of "how to improve"
(propose countermeasures), systematically sort out the major reforms of China's
higher education in the past 40 years. On this basis, we focus on reflecting on some
of the deep-seated problems in China's higher education reform, and based on



reality, propose strategies and suggestions for further improving China's higher
education reformin the future, in order to provide a useful reference for the others.

This topic will adopt comprehensive research methods such as literature
method, historical research method, statistical analysis, policy analysis method,
description and induction method, content analysis, case-study etc.

Results

This dissertation research work is directly based on the "theory of
modernization", a wide range of sources. The monograph "Modernization of China
and Kazakhstan" [2, p.103], written with the participation of P. Bekturganova, A.
Serikkalieva, D. Dauen, M. Asyl, under the guidance of Professor of Chinese
Studies Nurzhamal Aldabek, Al-Farabi Kazakh National University, has a high
cognitive value.

This work studies the process of modernization of China. It analyzes
Chinese modernization from the middle of the XIX century to the presentin terms
of historical retrospective. An analysis of the political, ideological and theoretical
foundations of China's modernization, the adopted strategic policy and the way of
its implementation by historical periods. It also describes the changes in
socioeconomic structures, development achievements, and accumulated social
problems in the course of Chinese modernization. In particular, this work helped to
understand the transition of China to cultural influence in the world process as a
result of modernization of China in the field of education and culture.

Discussion

1980s, under the influence of modernization theory which was developed by
Western scholars as a new research paradigm for interpreting and analyzing
worldwide societal evolution, then broadly used by economists, socialists, and
historians, and introduced into China in the early 1980s, most Chinese scholars
who prefer to perceive the history of modern higher education in China as part of
China’s modernization process, and believe that education not only has composed
of but also facilitated China’s modernization since the 1840s. However, the
establishment of modern higher education in China is a complex and slow process,
full of different kinds of confusions such as the complex relationship between
Chinese traditional education and its modern one. Chinese scholar Qu Zhenyuan is
a representative of this concept [3, p.13].

China’s post-1978 modernization plans include an internationally
competitive higher education system. Central to this effort are researchers and
professors capable of advancing China’s technological capabilities and educating
its ambitious, globally-minded youth[4, p.45]. National funding for scholars going
abroad was designed to infuse the nation with sophisticated knowledge and to
improve university quality. Research on 131 Chinese scholars who spent
significant time abroad, mostly in the United States, shows little evidence that
these funded experiences abroad were used deliberately to improve Chinese
universities [4, p.55]. Results show that policies supporting scholarly exchange
have not produced successful internationalization efforts on Chinese campuses.
Scholars in STEM fields and those receiving national funding indicated



significantly higher research focus and productivity, however did not indicate
putting it to use at their home institutions [5, p.786].

Chinese scholars' research on higher education reform is mainly divided into three
aspects:

-The first group of data: Research on the Background and Conditions of
Higher Education Reform. The reform of higher education is carried out on the
background of building a strong country with high quality education. Combining
the existing research results, the most representative ones are Min Weifang, Chen
Xuefei, and Li Wenli (2008) that China’s implementation of the strategy of
strengthening the country by higher education is based on the background that
higher education is closely related to the country’s social and economic
development and countries around the world are beginning to focus on improving
the quality of higher education [6]. Chen Xuefei and Shen Wenqin (2011) used
guantitative analysis methods to analyze the seven realistic conditions for China to
build a country with higher education [7, p.9].

Judging from the existing research results, scholars have mainly used
qualitative and quantitative research methods to analyze the background and
realistic conditions of China’s building a strong higher education country. At the
same time, they have concluded that building a strong higher education country
must "increase investment and institutional reforms." The conclusion of "The two
main points " [7, p.11] is very convincing for the construction of China's higher
education power. However, its analysis is mainly to compare to the world's higher
education powers in terms of indicators, and it lacks the excavation of building a
strong higher education country with Chinese characteristics.

-The second group of data, Research on the Problems and Countermeasures
of Higher Education Reform. Chinese higher education reform has gone through
more than forty years. During these forty years, scholars believe that China's
higher education reform has made great progress. This is worthy of recognition.
However, there are still a series of problems such as the low quality of higher
education, the lack of autonomy and academic freedom in universities, the
dislocation of administrative power and academic power in universities, and the
low status of humanities in universities.

How to deal with these problems, scholars mainly put forward
countermeasures and suggestions from five aspects. The first is from how
universities themselves put forward the idea of building a strong country in higher
education. Hong Chengwen (2012) emphasizes that universities should focus on
the construction of internationalization, from domestic attention to the world, and
from international learning to foreign promotion [8, p. 95]; Li Lu ( 2010)
emphasized that universities should adhere to the scientific concept of
development, scientific positioning, build their own distinctive brands, reform and
innovate, and achieve harmonious development [9, p.8]; Wang Yiqiu (2010)
believes that the key to university reform is to achieve diversification, that is, the
diversification of organizers, Diversification of higher education types,
diversification of levels, diversification of forms, diversification of disciplines,
diversification of student sources, diversification of teaching models and



evaluations, diversification of sources of teachers, diversification of scales and
Diversification of management[10, p.5].

The second is to propose construction countermeasures from the two
perspectives of the government and universities. Luo Xiangyang and Zhi Xizhe
(2009) proposed that the government should increase investment in higher
education and actively transform government functions, while universities
themselves should expand their scale, improve their quality, optimize their
structure, build faculty, deepen reforms, increase openness, exchanges and
cooperation Level, innovative higher education concepts; Some scholars started
from the "National Medium and Long-term Education Reform and Development
Plan Outline (2010-2020)" and put forward many strategic suggestions. Liu
Baocun (2012) pointed out that in addition to improving the quality of higher
education, it is also necessary to optimize the structure, highlight the characteristics
of running schools, accelerate the construction of first-class universities and first-
class disciplines, strengthen international exchanges and cooperation, increase
funding, and accelerate the reform of the higher education system [11, p.181].

In addition, some scholars have put forward countermeasures and
suggestions for higher education reforms for different types of colleges and
universities. For research universities, Gu Binglin (2008) believes that it is
necessary to build and own a number of world-advanced high-level disciplines, to
gather an overall outstanding high-level faculty, to train more top-notch innovative
talents, and to form a university culture and academic environment conducive to
education and innovation [12, p.10]. For high-level universities, Zhang Anfu and
Tu Juanjuan (2008) believe that high-level universities should improve scientific
research and innovation capabilities, improve school-running concepts, strengthen
international cooperation, and build faculty; for local universities, Yang Tianping
(2010) ) It is believed that local higher education should clarify development goals,
systematic planning, scientific decision-making, reform the school-running system
and management system, and improve the ability to serve the local economy and
society. Some scholars have used a certain function of universities as an entry point
to discuss in-depth and specific issues of what universities should do. Hu Jianhua
(2009) discussed from the perspective of talent training; Wang Aiping (2009)
proposed the path choice for university reform from the perspective of higher
education concept innovation; Zhang Maolin (2012) started from the perspective of
cultural innovation, thinking Cultural innovation is the only way to build a strong
country in higher education, and the reform of colleges and universities must pay
attention to cultural innovation.

Analyzing the literature in this area, existing studies have put forward
suggestions on the path selection of higher education reform from the macro and
micro perspectives. The macro perspective mainly emphasizes the handling of the
relationship between universities and the government, while the micro perspective
focuses on how to carry out higher education reforms for schools of different levels
or for a certain function of universities. However, generally speaking, the research
in this area is mostly focused on the theoretical level, and lacks strong support
from empirical research.



-The third group of data, Research on the experience of other countries for
reference.

Almost all developed countries in the world promote the development of
higher education through higher education reform, which ultimately drives the
economic and social development of the entire country. Therefore, their experience
in the development of higher education is worth learning from. Zhang Wenjing
(2009), Zhu Shuhua (2011), Bie Dunrong, and Zhang Zheng (2013) summarized
the experience of American higher education reform and believed that the
experience of American higher education reform includes the importance of the
quality of higher education and the establishment of a system of academic
freedom. Environment, innovative education concepts, professional education and
vocational education are simultaneously developed [13, p.46]. Feng Xiaoling and
Wu Yiying (2010), Wu Yue and Li Xiaobin (2013) summarized the experience of
Japanese higher education reform, and believed that the experience of Japanese
higher education from weak to strong mainly includes the development of higher
education as a construction Strategic decision-making in a powerful country, the
establishment of a special policy consulting agency, adhere to the principle of
hierarchical and classified development of state-owned and private higher
education institutions, and adhere to a three-dimensional development model that
combines educational concepts, educational policies, and educational practices [14,
p-80]. Zhu Jiade (2009) studied the experience of the development of higher
education in France and believes that the construction experience in France
includes the construction of a higher education system with French characteristics,
adherence to the diversification of higher education, emphasis on science education
and research, and vigorously develop higher vocations Technical education, the
establishment of a centralized education management system suitable for the
national conditions of France, and the promotion of higher education reform in the
form of legislation [20, p. 39]. Luo Siming (2009) studied the experience of the
development of higher education in Germany. He believes that the experience of
Germany includes advanced university concepts, a gradual university reform
process, and emphasis on the relative independence of universities [15, p. 43].
Zhou Guangli (2009) studied Russia's experience in the development of higher
education, and believes that Russia's experience includes implementing the
ownership system of higher education management departments, vigorously
developing postgraduate education, and creating professional education models
[13,p.50].

Analyzing the existing literature in this area, scholars combed the
development process of higher education in different countries, and then
summarized their experience. Scholars did not give an explanation as to why this
country was selected and where the representatives of this country were. Moreover,
a comprehensive comparison of these countries shows that there are many
similarities in their experiences, which shows that scholars do not dig deep into
their experiences. In addition, the road to higher education reform in developed
countries has not been smooth sailing, and the lessons and mistakes have been



hardly covered by existing studies. Therefore, this aspect is worth continuing to
study in depth.

In fact, combing through the history of the reform and development of
higher education in the West, it is not difficult to find that in each specific
historical period, the rise of a powerful country must be supported by a strong
higher education. For example, the prosperity of Germany in the 19th century was
largely due to the rise of the University of Berlin; the prosperity of the United
States in the 20th century was due to the prosperity of high-level research
universities. The rise of the University of Berlin benefited from Humboldt's reform
of higher education teaching and scientific research; the prosperity of high-level
research universities in the United States benefited from the reform of the social
service functions of higher education, and so on.

Conclusion. Amajor modernization of Chinese higher education has taken
place over the past decade with a rapid growth in the number of its graduates from
less than 1 million a year in 2000 to stand now at 6.3 million a year. At the same
time, record numbers of Chinese students still go abroad to study. It is expected
that within the next five years China will have more PhD engineers and scientists
than the USA. China is also attempting to make higher education available to many
more of its citizens, while also continuing to develop the quality of its graduates.
China is exceptional among lower income countries in using tertiary educationas a
development strategy on such a scale. But has China got its policies right? Can its
universities move from quantity to quality? Can China achieve sustainable higher
education development or even stand still? How will so many graduates find jobs
with expectations? What are the implications of China’s higher education
development for international provision? What are the prospects of cooperation
with universities in Kazakhstan? The author will answer these questions during the
writing of the research work. The purpose of the research work is to provide
research and analysis of these issues and to consider the prospects for Kazakh and
foreign providers and other stakeholders regarding the future of China’s higher
education.
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Anaarna: Maxkanaga KeitalinbiH Korapel OUIMIH MOJIEpHM3AIIMSIAY TaKbIPHIOBIHA
OalTaHBICTHI 3E€pTTEYIepre ajFamikbl IMony >kacayraH. COHFbI OHKBUIABIKTAPAAFhl OUTIM KOHE
FBUIBIM KyHeciHneri Kpitail pedopmanapeieie Oipereii ToxipuOeci KpiTaiina na, merenne ne
aKaJeMUSJIBIK FalbIMIApAblH Ha3apblH apTThipyda. byriari Keitaiineiy korapel OutiM Oepy
KYHeciHIH namy yirici — pedopmarnay oHe allblK €CiK cascaThIHBIH JkeMicl. byn Herime
KpiTaiineig sxkoFapel OUTiM Oepy JKYHECIHIH JaMy jKOHEe MOJCpHHM3aIpsIay YJTICi 63 elMi3aeri
KOFaphl OUTIM Oepy KyHeciH MOJACpHI3AIMSIIaAYIbl KYPri3yre, ssFHM pedopManapabl TailbiHaayra
KOMETIH THTi3e alaThlH, OasaMalbl YTl peTiHne naiaaibl 00Mybl BIKTHMAJL.

3eprTey KYMBICBIHBIH MakcaThl KeiraiinpiH 1978 xpuinaH Kasipre AeHiHri xorapbl OUTiM
Oepy kyieciH pedopmanaynblH OapbiChl MEH Ipreii »ocmapiapbl MeH >xko0amapbiH («211
xo0ace» (100 y3mik yHHBEpcHUTET KYpy ko00achl), «985 xobackl» xkoHe «Koc y31iK cTaHmapT»)
3eprTey koHe KazakcTaHHbIH Korapel OUTiM Oepy KyHeCiH JaMBITy YIIH TOXIpHOe aiy
MYMKIHIIKTEPIH aHBIKTAY.



KpiTail FanbIMIapbIHBIH KOIIIUNIT OAUICTTUNK KarwiaThIH OuUlM Oepy cascaThIHBIH
KYHIBUIBIKTAPbIHBIH OIpl PeTIHAE MOWBIHAAM OTBIPHII, OUTIM Oepyaeri oUIeTTUIK €Ki KypaMmaac
OemikTiH OipniriH Ooipkaiimbl: enmiH OapnblK azaMaTTapbl YIIH canaibl Heriri OunM  ay
MYMKIHIIKTEPIHIH TEHIIr oHE KOCINTIK-TEXHHUKAIBIK OKY OpBIHIAPBIHAA Y3IIKCi3 OUTiM amyra
MEMJICKETTIK KeTUIIIKTepl KaMTamachl3 eTy. ABTopiap KbiTaih 3eprreyuuiepi KpiTalnbiH
VATTBIK JOCTYPJIEPIH CaKTaid OTBIPBIN, OTAHABIK JKOHE INETENAIK OuliM OepymiH O03BIK
TOXKIpUOECIH TMaianaHy apKbUlbl OUTIM O€py cajlachIHAAFbl MOCENieNepl >KOHE OJIeYMETTIK-
OKOHOMHUKAJIBIK, CasiCH, MOJICHH, TINTI MOPAJIbIBIK-ITUKAJIBIK MOCEJeNepal NIyl YCHIHBII
OTHIp.

Tipek ce3aep: Kpitaii, sxorapel Ou1iM Oepy XKylieci, MOIepHIU3AIMS, cascaT, 9AUIeTTLIK
npuHIAIT, OUTiM Oepy cascaThl, XaIbIKapaJbIK ToXipude, pedopma
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AnHoTauus. B faHHON cTarhe TmpOBEeJEH aHANM3 MCCIICAOBAHUNA MOJEPHU3AIIMI
BoIciiero oopasoBanusi Kuras. CoBpemMeHHass MojepHM3alms BbIciIero odpa3oBanusi Kuras —
3TO pe3yJabTaT TOJIUTHKH PeOpM M OTKPBHITOCTH.  YHUKAJIBHBIA OMNBIT OBICTPOrO pacCIIMpeHUS
KUTAIICKOro BBICIIETO O0pa3oBaHWs 3a TMOCJE/HEEe JECATIWIETHE MpHUBJIEKAeT Bce Oobllee
BHUMAaHHE aKaJeMHYECKUX Y4eHbIX Kak B Kurae, Tak u 3a pyOexxom. B wacTHOCTH, 04€BHIHO,
yTOo M000€ M3MEHEHHe B MCTOpuM Kwuras, KOTOpBIH SIBISETCS CTPATETUYECKUM MAapTHEPOM
Hallleil cTpaHbl, OKaXKEeT BIMSHUE M HAa HAllly CTpaHy B TOM YHCIIE.

Mpbl m3ydaeM Mpou3BEECHUSI, OMMyOJMKOBAHHBIE B Pa3HOE BPEMsI, U OPUEHTUPYEMCS Ha WX
HCTOYHUKOBYIO LIEHHOCTh. CylnecTByronme uccienoBannsi B Kurae u 3a py0eXoM B OCHOBHOM
COCPEJOTOYEHbl HAa TMPEANOCHUIKAX W YCJHOBHAX pedopMbl  BBICIIETO  00pa3OBaHUS,
CYLIECTBYIOIIMX TpoOJieMax W KOHTPMEpax, OMbITE W PEKOMEHAAIMSX CTPOUTENHCTBA APYTHX
cTpaH. MBI cienaiy 3TO MyTeM CHUCTEMaTH3allMi U CpaBHEHMs psla JAHHBIX B COOTBETCTBHM C
BBIOPAHHOW TEMOM.

BOnbIIMHCTBO KWTAMCKMX Y4Y€HBIX, IPU3HABas NPHHLWI CIPaBEJIMBOCTH OIHOM W3
IICHHOCTEeH 00pa3oBaTEeNbHOW MOJMTUKY, CUMTAlOT, YTO CIpPaBeUIMBOCTh B 00pa30BaHUU
NpearoygaraeT €AMHCTBO JBYX COCTABIIIONIMX: PABEHCTBA BO3MOXKHOCTEH IS TIOMydCHHS
KaueCTBEHHOro 0a30BOro oOpa3oBaHusl [Jisi BCEX TIpaXaaH CTpaHbl U oOecredeHue
TOCYIapCTBEHHBIX TapaHTHH JJIsl TPOAODKEHHMS OOy4deHus B MpodecCHOHATBHBIX YIEOHBIX
3aBEJICHISIX. ABTOPBI NPUXOAST K BBIBOMY, YTO KHTAHCKHE HCCIIEOBATENH MpEjiaraloT pelaTh
npobieMbl B cdepe  oOpa3oBaHMs IMyTEM  HKCTIOJIB30BAHHS  TPOIPECCHBHOTO  OIBITA
OTEYECTBEHHOT0 W 3apyOeKHOro o0pa3oBaHMsl NpPH COXPAHEHHH IPUOPUTETA HALMOHAJIBHBIX
Tpaammii Kuras u B TecHOM B3aWMOCBA3M C PEIICHUEM  COIMAJILHO-9KOHOM MY ECKHX,
MOJIMTUYECKHX, KYIBTYPHBIX M J1a)K€ HPaBCTBEHHO-3TUUECKHUX MPOOJIEM B KMTaHCKOM OOLIECTBE.

KimoueBble caoBa: Kurali, cuctema BbICIIETO OOpa30BaHMs, MOJCPHH3AIMSA, TOJUTHKA,
NPYHIUT CTPAaBEIJIMBOCTH, 00pa3oBaTesbHASI MOJIMTUKA, MEKIYHAPOIHBINA ONBIT, pedopma
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