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Annotation. Integration is one of the most important aspects in contemporary international
relations. In the context of constantly changing geopolitical and geoeconomic situations, new
global and regional integration trends that affect the foreign policy strategies of states are
emerging. Nowadays, regionalization can be considered one of the main trends in international
relations due to a variety of socio-economic factors: the changing role of certain regions in
global politics, the current regional labor division and the existing common cultural identity of
regional ethnic communities. There is no question that the strengthening of regional cooperation
and integration is crucial to the accomplishment of political, military, and environmental security
as well as the long-term and sustainable economic prosperity of the area.

The authors of this article present their opinion on the impact of new
cooperation/integration trends in Central Asia. The issues raised in the article are analyzed
through the prism of theories that explain the nature of new integration trends. The possibility of
the Central Asian states to adapt to the new conditions of integration is associated with the
methodological problems of interaction between states in the face of new opportunities. In order
to attain the objectives of economic growth, modernisation, and country development, regional
cooperation is objectively necessary for Central Asia. The development of regional unity among
the Central Asian nations is the primary means of preventing disintegration of the area.

Keywords: integration, region, Central Asia, cooperation, new trends, open economy,
window of opportunity, economic diplomacy

Basic provisions

New trends influence the development of Central Asian integration and form
modern systemic integration links that allow creating an open economy of the
state, developing regional interaction, and integrating into global technological
chains.

A new approach is now required to bring the countries of Central Asia
together. First and foremost, this entails the acceptance by the region's nations of
solutions to the most difficult issues that threaten regional peace and security that
have been jointly agreed upon and accepted by all parties. The foundations of ties
between the nations of Central Asia must be built through cooperative efforts. T his
strategy needs to be focused on creating a theoretical framework for regional
relations, emphasizing the most important political and economic growth
directions, and predicting how international and interstate interactions will evolve.
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The political and economic realms are first and foremost responsible for
finding solutions to these issues: in the political domain, this presents a chance to
further regional integration efforts; in the economic sphere, this calls for the
exploration of trade and economic cooperation arrangements that are mutually
advantageous.

To overcome challenges that none of the Central Asian republics can handle
alone, they must cooperate. The republics of Central Asia will only be able to
attain intellectual and technical advances and social human development via
cooperation. This necessitates political compromise, which calls for balancing
regional interests with those of individual states.

Introduction

Integration is an essential part of contemporary international relations and
involves the intensification of interstate interaction. Regional integration is
especially effective because it is based not only on common economic interests,
but also implies a new level of political, cultural and security cooperation.

Strengthening regional cooperation and striving for integration is of particular
Importance for Kazakhstan. The country's participation in integration processes is
considered as a condition for strengthening sovereignty and ensuring sustained
economic growth. This implies deep modernization, the creation of a knowledge-
intensive model of the economy, an increase in the level of investment, scientific
developments, labor productivity, the development of small and medium-sized
businesses, and an increase in the quality of life of the population. One of the
fundamental mechanisms for the implementation of this ambitious goal is the
deepening of the integration of the economy of Kazakhstan into the regional and
global systems. Itis important to mention that in the Concept of the Foreign Policy
of the Republic of Kazakhstan for 2020-2030 ‘“achieving a higher level of
integration of Kazakhstan into the international community and world economic
relations” is defined as one of the main goals [1].

Description of materials and methods

To analyze the problems discussed in the article, three main approaches were
used that explain regional cooperation/integration: political and economic
integration; realism and/or functionalism; interstate and/or supranational character.

The two main theories that were used to examine cooperation and possible
integration are realism and functionalism. These theories examine integration from
different points of view:

- Realists focus on the dominance of states in international relations and
define the nature of regional integration as an interweaving of national and
regional interests. According to an American academic Stephen Krasner,
“sovereign states are rational actors, resolutely concerned with benefits...” [2].

- The theory of functionalism explains new forms of integration that create
associations not only on a geographical, but also on a functional basis.
Functionalists believe that integration is based on the normative regulation of
international relations, without the use of force. They suggest considering



integration as a two-stage process consisting of a low level (pragmatic goals:
economic growth, social stability) and a high level (promotion of the country's
foreign policy interests) [3].

An analysis of integration processes is impossible without using the main
provisions of the theories of federalism and pluralism that describe the need for the
institutionalization of economic and, above all, political relations, which should
result in the creation of supranational institutions of protection [4].

Particularly important is the thesis that as a result of building relations
between states (“zero-sum game’), weaker and smaller countries adjoin stronger
ones, which leads to a certain “balance of power” in the international arena.

Functional-based regionalism has following characteristics: broad areas of
cooperation (environment, terrorism, energy, etc.); multitasking (different levels);
diversity of formats (summits, forums, programs, initiatives); diversity of vectors
(the state can be a member of several integration associations, different both in
terms of areas of activity and goals of creation — organizations can even represent
competing players in the international arena) [5].

New integration trends can also be analyzed through the theory of
constructivism, which implies that national interest alone does not explain the
integration process and is not the only regulatory function. Modern realities of
international relations create a common social world that interprets the meaning of
international behavior [6].

Results

An analysis of theoretical and methodological approaches to the study of
contemporary regional integration in general and in Central Asia in particular,
demonstrated the following:

- The theories chosen by the authors of the article explain the new
integration trends of a regional nature. Integration trends vary significantly in
regions with different civilizational values, levels of economic development and
cultural interaction. Therefore, the formation of the integration policy of the state
largely depends on the trends that prevail in the region (emphasis on the economic,
military or cultural components, the format of integration, its scale, etc.);

- In the context of the formation/change of integration spaces, the
countries of Central Asia are faced with the problem of effectively using new
trends in regional and global integration, which is a condition for creating the basis
for sovereignty and ensuring the progressive economic growth of countries. This
problem is relevant in the context of geopolitical and geoeconomic changes around
the region.

- Modern trends show that the primary stages of integration are a free
trade zone and a customs union, focused on optimizing trade relations between
countries, which are gradually being replaced by a common economic market and
then a political union [7]. Integration is not only a linear forward movement (for
example, EU) but also a multi-dimensional and multi-layered process. In the
context of the development of new regionalism, integration can develop not only
within the framework of institutionalization, but also acquire other forms.



Discussion

Based on the analysis of the processes and models of modern integration, new
trends in regional integration were identified, the main of which are the modern
market, shared risks, the factor of democracy, the economization of diplomacy and
the integration of countries into new technological chains.

Modern market. The market is transforming from national to regional and
global, becoming a factor that largely contributes to the integration process. The
states of Central Asia are integrated into the world market, where they occupy a
niche of resource suppliers in the global division of labor. According to the
Eurasian Development Bank, the main trading partners of the Central Asian
countries are Russia (the share of trade turnover was 21.6% in 2021), China
(20.4%) and Turkey (6%) [8].

Within the framework of the modern market and “new regionalism”,
developing countries with natural resources have a chance to use the opportunities
of integration to strengthen their positions in the world economic arena and protect
their national interests in the context of globalization.

In the context of criticism of the raw material export model of economic
development of the countries of Central Asia, it is necessary to study the capacities
of the resource economy to adequately respond to the geopolitical challenges of
our time. The term “resource curse” refers to a lack of economic diversification
and a relatively weak level of economic development. However, there are many
examples when natural resources served as a catalyst for the rapid development of
the country. For instance, Norway has achieved significant economic success as a
major raw material exporter. According to the latest data, the oil sector accounts for
about 40% of Norway's exports [9].

Thus, based on the fact that the resource orientation of the economies of the
Central Asian countries is of a long-term nature, the countries should focus on their
potential. These opportunities are connected with the formation of a new economic
model of the country's development. It is important to use new integration trends
that strengthen the role of countries with rich natural resources in regional and
global issues.

A free market economy implies the opening of the national market for the
free movement of goods, capital, services and labor (WTO, EU), the openness of
society for the free exchange of ideas, achievements of science, culture, art and
language (EU). For developing countries, like the countries of Central Asia, the
openness of economies means the process of entering the world economy. Therole
of developing countries in integration processes can be strengthened by the
presence of rich natural resources, primarily energy raw materials, which allows
them to defend their national interests when interacting with industrialized states.
The interdependence in the field of energy raw materials between countries is one
of the most important factors of integration on a regional and global scale.

In the context of changing geopolitical conditions, the “shared risks” trend is
becoming more relevant. An example is the Eurasian Economic Union, where "risk
sharing” is associated with the increasing isolation of Russia and its economic



shocks, social instability and residual military power. This may become a new
threat not only for its allies and partners, but for all democratic countries.

One of the “shared risks” factors Is Anti-Russian sanctions. Given the
interdependence of the EAEU member states, it negatively affected the
technological development of certain industries in Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan due
to the fact that technological products, engineering goods, and components for
agricultural machinery used to be imported from Russia.

Given the rising inflation, these problems will lead to a slowdown in GDP
growth throughout the post-Soviet space. Kazakhstani business suffers greatly
because its logistics are tied to Russia. Kazakhstan exports most of its oil products
through Russian ports, including the port of Novorossiysk. Oil from Kazakhstan
gets there through the Caspian oil pipeline: out of 1.5 million barrels, 91% of daily
pumping through it is from Kazakhstan [10]. The Ministry of Trade of Kazakhstan
confirmed that “due to the imposition of Anti-Russian sanctions and the absence of
new mechanisms for determining the country of origin of goods, there are delays in
a number of seaports of Kazakhstani cargo transiting through Russia to the markets
of the EU countries™ [11].

The factor of democracy is becoming increasingly important throughout the
integration processes because politics and political regimes affect them.
Democracy creates conditions for integration, as it gives new opportunities to the
population of the country, provides economic freedoms, ensures freedom of labor
and protects the interests of the individual. Non-democratic regimes can hinder
integration processes. For example, Turkmenistan pursues a policy of neutrality
and does not participate in regional integrations of a trade-economic, military-
political, cultural-humanitarian nature, and it negatively affects its citizens.

Economization of diplomacy. In the conditions of economization of foreign
policy and diplomacy, the economy acts as a fastening element for the countries
participating in various integration projects. Regional integration does not
undermine the role of states as the main actors of the IR system, since the degree of
consolidation of the positions of participants, even in such an advanced integration
association approaching a quasi-state format, as the European Union, cannot yet be
compared with that which is generated in the political structure of a sovereign
state. Regional integration canaggregate the interests of states, embrace them with
a common outline, but it does not make them completely identical.

Globalizationand the latest technologies lead to the formation of a space that
IS associated with the desire and ability of national economies to integrate into
global technological chains. This is manifested in the practice of cooperation, when
research and development, production, sales and company management can each
be conducted in different countries. The creation and promotion of new products to
world markets now require the construction of global networks, including
specialized suppliers, main producers and consumers connected by a technological
chain. Developing countries are acting as outsourcing and offshoring zones in the
automotive, ship and aircraft manufacturing, precision engineering, electronics and
IT industries [12].



The Central Asian states are integrated into global technological chains
mainly with the help of foreign companies. But the question of finding and
developing their own sources of development of the national economy and niches
of their application is becoming more and more relevant. This process has several
stages:

- The first stage is characterized by the entry of large foreign companies into
the domestic markets. These companies are suppliers of equipment, which usually
seek to locate their service centers closer to the sales markets.

- At the next stage, with the growth of the market for the consumption of
technologically complex products, the placement of high-tech industries that use
domestic labor and foreign technological platforms in Kazakhstan as outsourcing
should be expected.

- The most important stage is the opening of research centers that develop
high-tech products. Kazakhstan already has such experience. For example, the
Kazakh-French technology transfer center; and the Center for Digital Engineering
created by the Fraunhofer Society (Germany) on the basis of the Caspian
University of Technology and Mechanical Engineering in Aktau.

Given the new geopolitical conditions, the issue of regionalization of Central
Asia is becoming extremely relevant. Relations between the Central Asian
countries have long been characterized by a low level of cooperation and regular
disputes, including trade wars, border disputes, and disagreements over the
management and use of water and energy. Attempts to integrate within the
framework of the Central Asian Union (1994-2004) turned out to be unsuccessful.

The meeting of Central Asian leaders in Astana in March 2018 and the
initiative of the President of Uzbekistan Sh. Mirziyoyev encouraged the expert
community to predict the launch of a process that can be described as “Central
Asia 2.0”. There are a few factors behind the possibility of a new regionalization of
Central Asia.

First, under the new President of Uzbekistan, Tashkent's foreign policy began
to take on regional characteristics. In the first year of his presidency, Mirziyoyev
paid official visits to all the countries of Central Asia. During his travels, he
resolved such issues, as territorial disputes and energy projects that threatened to
create a water shortage for Uzbekistan. In 2018, for the first time since gaining
independence, Uzbekistan took part in a meeting of the Cooperation Council of
Turkic Speaking States, known as the Turkic Council, in Bishkek. Mirziyoyev also
initiated the creation of the Consultative Meeting of the Heads of State of Central
Asia, which was first held in March 2018 in the capital of Kazakhstan [13].

Secondly, in the context of changing geopolitics, the Central Asian countries
are looking for their place in international and regional processes, as well as new
opportunities for expanding cooperation, independently without the participation of
Russia. Consultative meetings of the heads of state of Central Asia are a new
format for interaction between the countries of the region. As a result of these
meetings, “Treaty of Friendship, Good Neighborliness and Cooperation for the
Development of Central Asia in the 21st Century” was signed in 2022. The
agreement provides for the intensification of cooperation between the parties in



military, trade, economic, logistics, cultural and humanitarian, civil defense, as
well as energy and tourism fields [14]. However, the refusal of Tajikistan (the
presence of border territorial disputes) and Turkmenistan (status of neutrality) to
sign this agreement slowed down the integration process within the region and
outside of the Eurasian Economic Union.

Thirdly, relations between the key Central Asian countries, Kazakhstan and
Uzbekistan, are being strengthened. Based on the economic potential, trade
partnership and legal framework, both countries can become the locomotives of
Central Asian integration, as Germany and France are for the European Union. An
Important factor is mutual understanding on such issues as the regional agenda, the
development of cooperation in the trade and economic sphere, investments and
joint projects. For instance, the creation of the International Center for Trade and
Economic Cooperation “Central Asia” [15].

Fourthly, the participation of the Central Asian countries in global supply
chains makes it possible to develop regional trade transport links. The location of
the Central Asian countries at the crossroads of transport corridors creates
opportunities for developing transit potential both in terms of transporting goods
and for involving the countries of the region in cross-border production chains. The
Implementation of the transit potential of the states of the region is facilitated by
two main factors: the development of full-fledged national infrastructure projects
and intra-regional corridors, and the participation of the Central Asian countries in
the trans-Eurasian corridors connecting China with Europe. Infrastructure
development allows increasing the volume of transported goods and creates
favorable conditions for trade, turning the region into an international multimodal
transport corridor. Supply chain development in Central Asia is key to poverty
reduction and economic diversification. This is especially relevant for a region that
Is landlocked because of its restrictions on overall socio-economic development
and trade competitiveness. Close transport connectivity will allow the region to
cover a significant share of world trade and accelerate the integration of domestic
producers participating in global value and supply chains.

Conclusion

An analysis of the problems discussed in the article showed that the main
effect of adaptation and use of the new opportunities in regional integration for the
countries of Central Asia should be the deepening of cooperation and the transition
to integration. Integration will solve the following tasks: moving away from the
raw materials and export economy; increasing the competitiveness of national
business and national goods; increasing investment attractiveness; implementation
of transit potential and development of transport and logistics infrastructure;
development of industrial cooperation; elimination of remaining barriers and
restrictions on trade; and formation of the human resources potential for a common
labor market. Modern trends in regionalization form a qualitatively new space,
where Central Asia is part of the global integration space and is influenced by
regional and global powers.
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Anaarna. VHrerpaimsi Kazipri XaldblKapaiblK KaThIHACTAPABIH MAaHBI3Abl ACMEKTLUICPIHIH
Oipi Oombmm  TaObuTambl.  XaJbIKapasblK  KaThIHACTApIaFbl  Kas3ipri reocascu  KOHe
TC€OIPKOHOMUKAJIBIK YPIICTEp MEMJIEKETTEPAIH CBIPTKBI CasCH CTpaTeruslapblHa dCep eTejl
Kasipri yakeiTTa aiMaKTaHIBIPYAbl KONTETCH JJIEYyMETTIK-ODKOHOMUKAIBIK  (haKTopiiapra
OalTaHPICTHl  XallBIKApAIBIK KAThIHACTApAAFbl HETBI TEHICHIWMSIApABIH Oipi  peTiHme
KapacThIpyFa OoNaapl: dNEM[IK cascaTTarbl >KEKeJlereH aMaKTapAblH PeINiHIH e3repyi, Ka3ipri
alMaKThIK €HOeK OeniHiCi, aWMaKTHIK 3THHKAJBIK KaybIMJIACTHIKTAPABIH KAJBITACKAH JKaJIbI
MoJieHH Oipereinnri. AWMAaKTHIK BIHTBIMAKTACTBIK TIEH HHTETPAIMSHBI HBIFAUTY CasiCH, 9CKEepHU
KOHE HKOJOTHSJIBIK KaylCBIIKKE KON KETKBY YIIH, COHAai-ak aWMakTaplblH y3aK Mep3iMii
JKOHE TYPAKThI SKOHOMHKAJBIK OPKECHICYIHE MaHBI3]IbI POl aTKapaThIHBI CO3CH.

Ocbl MakaJaHbIH aBTOpJIapbl OpTaHBIK Aspagarnl JxkaHa LIHTLIMaKTaCTLIK/I/lHl“eI‘paI_H/IHJIBIK
YPIICTEpIAIH dcepi Typajbl €3 TMIKIpiepiH YChiHaAbl. Makanaja KeTepulreH Mocelesep >XKaHa
WHTETPAISIIBIK  TCHACHIMSIIAPABIH TAaOWFATHIH TYCIHIIPETIH TEOpWwsuiap TPH3Machl apKbUIbI
tannananbl. OpTanblk A3us MEMJICKETTEpIHIH MHTETPAaLMSHBIH JKaHa JKardainapbiHa OeiiMierny
KaOUleTl jkaHa TreocascH >Kargalmarbl MEMJICKETTEPIIH e3apa OPEKETTECYIHIH oJIICHAMAJIBIK
MocenenepiMeH OailaHbICThI. DKOHOMUKAIIBIK OCY, €1 KAHFBIPTY KOHE TaMBITY MaKcaTTapblHa
KOJ KeTKBY yIIH OpTaiblk A3us YIIH aiiMaKThIK BIHTBIMAKTACTHIK OOBEKTUBTI TYple KaxkKeT.
Opranblk A3 XalbIKTapbhl apachlHAAFbl AWMAKTBHIK OIPJIKTI JaMBITy aiMaKThIH BIIBIPAYbIH
OOoNIBIpMayIbIH HET13T1 KYPaJIbl OOJIBIT TaObUIA b

Tipex ce3nep: wHTerpamwsi, aiimMak, OpTaiblK A3wsi, BIHTBIMAKTACTHIK, JKaHA YpIicTep,
aIlIbIK SKOHOMHKA, MYMKIHIIKTEp Tepe3eci, SJKOHOMHUKATBIK TUILIOMATHI
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AHHOTauus. HHrerpaimst sBISIETCS OJHMM W3 BaKHEHMIIMX ACIEKTOB COBPEMEHHBIX
MEXIYHAPOAHbIX OTHOLICHWA. AKTyajbHbl€ T€ONOJMTHUYECKHE W I'€03KOHOMHUYECKHE TEHICHIMU
MEKIyHAPOAHBIX OTHOLICHUH BIMSIOT Ha (POPMHUPOBAHHE HOBBIX IIOOAIBHBIX U PETHOHAIBHBIX
00bEIMHEHNH, BO3/ICHCTBYIONIMX HAa BHEIIHETIONMTHYECKUE CTPATETHH rocyaapcTB. B HacTosmee
BpEMsI PETHOHANM3AIMA MOXKET CUYHUTAThCS OJHMM M3 OCHOBHBIX TPEHIOB MEMKTYHAPOTHBIX
OTHOIICHWH B CWIy MHOXECTBA COIMAJIbHO-DKOHOMHYECKUX (aKTOPOB: MEHSIOMICHCS POIH
OTJICJIbHBIX PETHOHOB B MHPOBOM TMOJMTUKE, COBPEMEHHOTO PETHOHAJILHOTO pa3fejieHus Tpylaa U
CJIOKUBLICHCST OOILIEKYIBTYPHOM WICHTUYHOCTH PErMOHAJBbHBIX JTHHYECKUX oOmHocTel. Her
HUKAKMX COMHEHHWM B TOM, YTO YKPEIUICHME PETHOHAJbHOIO COTPYIHHYECTBA W HMHTETpALU
AMEET pElIAIoIIEe 3HAYECHHE JUIA JIOCTWKEHMS TOJMTUYECKOM, BOCHHOW M 3KOJIOTMYECKON
0€30MacHOCTH, a TaKkKe U1 JOJITOCPOYHOTO W YCTOMYMBOIO SKOHOMHYECKOTO TMPOIBETAHHS
PETHOHOB.

ABTOpBl J1aHHOW CTaThbU TPEACTABISIIOT CBOE MHEHHE O BJMSHUA HOBBIX TEHIECHLMA
corpynHudecTBa/marerpaim B LlenrpanmbHoit  Aswmm.  [lomsAThie B CTaThe  BOMNPOCHI



aHAIMBUPYIOTCA 4Yepe3 TMpI3MY TEOpHi, OOBICHAIOIIMX TPUPOAY HOBBIX HHTETPAIMOHHBIX
TeHaeHImi. Bo3moxkHOCTh TocynapcTs LleHrpanbHol A3uM aganTupoBaThCs K HOBBIM YCIIOBHSIM
MHTETpaly CBS3aHA C METOAOJOTMYECKMMHU TpoOJeMaMHi B3aMMOJACHCTBUS TOCYJapCTB B
YCIIOBUSIX HOBOM T'€ONMONIMTUYECKOW OOCTaHOBKH. JIsi OCTWKEHUsS Leliel SKOHOMHYECKOTrO
pocTa, MOJEpHM3AIMM W pPa3BUTHS TOCYJApCTB PETHOHAJIBHOE COTPYIHHYECTBO OOBEKTHUBHO
HeoOxoammo st IlenrpanpHoli Aswm. Pa3BuTue pervoHalbHOTO €IWHCTBA CpPEd HApPOJOB
[{enrpanbsHON A3MM SIBIAETCS OCHOBHBIM CpEICTBOM IPEAOTBPALCHUS PACIIala PETHUOHA.
KimoueBble cjoBa: unHTerpamwsi, pervoH, llenrpanbHas A3us, COTPYIHHYECTBO, HOBBHIE
TEHACHLMM, OTKPbITasl SKOHOMUKA, OKHO BO3MO)KHOCTEH, SKOHOMHMYECKAs JUILIOMATHs.



