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Abstract. This article is devoted to the foreign policy of the Republic of Uzbekistan. At
present, the foreign policy of the Republic of Uzbekistan towards the countries of Central Asia,
namely Kazakhstan, is of special interest and discussion among the expert community. And this is
no coincidence. Since 2016, after the accession of Sh. Mirzieyev to the post of President, the
foreign policy of the state began a new stage of development. In the Action Strategy in five priority
areasin 2017-2021 and the Development Strategy of New Uzbekistan for 2022-2026, the President
of the country outlined the main foreign policy priority - Central Asia, thereby setting the goal of
creating a belt of good neighborliness and mutually beneficial cooperation, stability and
harmonious neighborhood in the region . The author of the article considers the main directions of
foreign policy at the present stage of development, noted in a separate direction of the Strategy,
focusing on and analyzing the main achievements in the relationship between the Republic of
Uzbekistan and the Republic of Kazakhstan, by applying methods such as historical, comparative
and content analysis. These methods allowed the author to fully analyze and identify the main
factors contributing to the strengthening and development of friendly relations between the
Republic of Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan. The main purpose of this article is to analyze the foreign
policy of the Republic of Uzbekistan and summarize the results achieved by Sh. Mirzieyev in
cooperation with a neighboring state. The author came to the conclusion that Uzbekistan, being an
equal subject of international relations, pursues an active foreign policy at the regional level,
develops and strengthens mutually beneficial relations with the Republic of Kazakhstan.
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Basic provisions

The Republic of Uzbekistan pursues an open, mutually beneficial and
constructive foreign policy based on the national interests of the country. The
modern foreign policy of the republic is built taking into account the dynamically
changing situation in the world and the region, as well as large-scale internal
transformations in the country.

One of the main tasks of the foreign policy activity of Uzbekistan is the
formation of a belt of peace, stability and security around the country. In this regard,
the main priority of the foreign policy direction is the development and strengthening
of friendly, good neighborly and mutually beneficial relations with the states of
Central Asia. [1].

Introduction

Uzbekistan is the most populous country in Central Asia. It is noteworthy that
the majority of the population is young, accounting for more than 60 per cent of the


https://doi.org/10.48371/ISMO.2023.53.3.001
mailto:elena4bob@gmail.com

total population. It should be noted that Uzbekistan occupies a favourable
geopolitical position in the centre of the Central Asian region, which contributes to
mutually beneficial cooperation with the Central Asian countries. However, the State
did not always have friendly relations with its neighbours. I. Karimov’s approach in
this regard was very conservative, which was reflected in his decisions. With the
arrival of the new President, significant changes have taken place in the foreign
policy of the Republic of Uzbekistan. Unlike his predecessor, Sh.Mirzieyev started
a multi-pronged policy process with an emphasis on cooperation with Central Asian
countries, strengthening the position of an mmportant regional player. The new
President outlined his foreign policy vision in the Strategy for Action in five priority
areas in 2017-2021, where a whole section was devoted to Uzbekistan’s foreign
policy. The main priority direction of foreign policy Sh.Mirzieyev identified the
countries of Central Asia and this is expected, as the observance of friendly
neighborly relations between the states is important for the development of the
country. The continuation of the policy of establishing relations with the neighbors
continues in the New Uzbekistan Development Strategy for 2022-2026. The
Strategy envisages joint development of the Strategy for Regional Cooperation for
Central Asia, continuation of the annual regular Consultative Meetings of the Heads
of State of Central Asia and active participation in them, etc. [2] Despite the already
existing pool of sources on this topic, the author intends to expand the source base
on the foreign policy of the Republic of Uzbekistan.

Description of materials and methods

In the course of writing the article were analyzed both primary and secondary
sources: scientific articles published in scientific publications and analytical portals,
legislative documents, analytical notes and official statements of heads of states and
politicians, speeches, interviews, messages of the President of the Republic of
Uzbekistan. In carrying out the article, the author used traditional methods of
research - comparative, historical, content analysis, which contributed to the analysis
of the foreign policy of the state, priorities of its foreign policy and the identification
of the main indicators, achieved during the presidency of Sh.Mirzieyev.

Results

The main objective of the foreign policy activity of the Republic of
Uzbekistan is to consolidate the independence and sovereignty of the State,
strengthen its place and role in the international arena, and create a belt of security
and stability around the country; active promotion of national interests of the
republic. In a short period of time Sh.Mirzieyev has given a new impetus to relations
with the countries of Central Asia, especially with the Republic of Kazakhstan,
having solved a number of important issues that have arisen under the first President
of Kazakhstan. The new President has raised Uzbekistan’s relations with its
neighbouring State to a high level of strategic and alliance partnership, which is
particularly important in the midst of the ongoing geopolitical transformation.

Discussion



Under I. Karimov, Uzbekistan was quite isolated from regional affairs. This
inevitably affected relations with neighbouring countries, created difficulties in
developing a common algorithm for solving regional issues, began to accumulate
regional problems and increased tension in the region. Foreign policy of
Sh.Mirzieyev served as a trigger for new ideas and intensive integration into Central
Asia. Over the years, the dynamics set by the president is only growing. The main
strategic priority of the Republic of Uzbekistan is the strengthening of trustful and
friendly relations with neighbouring States, for which integration and joint solution
of pressing problems of ensuring stability are necessary, and achieving sustainable
development in the region.

In 2017, Sh.Mirzieyev initiated the annual Presidential Consultations. In total,
4 meetings were held, 5 meetings are planned in September 2023 under the
chairmanship of Tajikistan. Such meetings have a positive impact on the relations of
the states in the region, as they are open to constructive and open discussion of
topical issues of cooperation in the region and solution of common problems.

Border disputes, as well as water problems, have often led to tensions between
States. After the transit of the authorities in Uzbekistan, the process of delimiting the
borders of the Republic of Uzbekistan with neighbouring States has almost been
completed, and water issues have also been speedily addressed.

The first strategic ally of Uzbekistan in Central Asia is Kazakhstan, the largest
country in Central Asia. Since S. Mirzieyev came to power, the number of meetings
and telephone conversations between Astana and Tashkent has increased
dramatically. Sh. Mirzieyev made his first visit as President to Kazakhstan in March
2017, during which the leaders of the states adopted a Joint Declaration on further
deepening the strategic partnership and strengthening good neighborliness, signed
documents and agreements worth more than $800 million. The state visit of
Sh.Mirzieyev to Astana in December 2021 immediately after the inauguration is also
proof of the improvement of relations. Leaders of Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan
discussed a wide range of issues of bilateral strategic partnership, including key
aspects of political, trade and economic, investment, transport and transit, cultural
and humanitarian cooperation. Special attention was paid to ensuring stability and
security in the region, as well as interaction through multilateral structures. [3]

Industrial and economic integration

The leading place among industrial cooperation and economic integration
between the republics is occupied by the spheres of transport and communications,
mechanical engineering and agricultural production. Due to the sale of fuel,
agricultural products, textiles, transport equipment, trade between Kazakhstan and
Uzbekistan is gaining momentum. Wheat, oil, cars, ores are mainly exported.
Bodies, engines, spare parts for cars, grapes, etc. are sent to Kazakhstan from
Uzbekistan.

The number of joint ventures is increasing every year. To date, more than
1,200 enterprises with the participation of Kazakh capital operate in the Republic of
Uzbekistan, 14 representative offices of Kazakh companies are accredited, in
Kazakhstan, in turn, there are about 200 enterprises with the participation of the



Uzbek side. The level of mutual trade is increasing every year. The dynamics of trade
between the Republic of Uzbekistan and the Republic of Kazakhstan is shown in
Table 1.

Table 1. Dynamics of trade between Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan, 2016-2022

thousand US dollars

Years 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
General 1 898 5 000
furnover 909.9 2055 743,1 {2919 610,13 334 976,93 005 7659 | 3910 536 000
Export %5 11057 5790|1352 1678 | 1392 964.9| 908 4198 |1 172 1146| > >V

023,7 ’ ’ ’ ’ 1 000

953 2738 2 500
Import 88622 998 164,1 |1567 4423 (1942 012,02 097 346,1 14 00

Note - Compiled by the author based on sources [4]

At the end of 2022, the trade turnover reached a record $5 billion, thus
showing an increase of 29.8% compared to the previous year. In the near future, it is
planned to increase the trade turnover to $10 billion. Kazakhstan has taken one of
the first places among trading partners in Central Asia, which confirms the
importance and interconnectedness of the two economies.

In April 2021, on the border of Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan, the construction
of the International Center for Trade and Economic Cooperation "Central Asia" was
started, and in May 2023, Astana and Tashkent signed a Roadmap to accelerate the
construction of the ICPC "Central Asia", the construction of which will contribute
to deepening cooperation in agriculture, including increasing mutual trade in the
agro-industrial complex and the food industry, as well as further developing
industrial cooperation.

Cultural and humanitarian cooperation

Relations between Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan are developing not only in the
trade and economic sphere, but also in the cultural and humanitarian sphere. 2018 in
Kazakhstan was proclaimed the year of Uzbekistan, and 2019 - the year of
Kazakhstan in Uzbekistan. In this regard, various cultural events were held on the
territory of Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan, for example, concerts, exhibitions,
performances, festivals. This testifies to the mutual respect between the fraternal
peoples. This is also evidenced by the “Declaration between the Republic of
Kazakhstan and the Republic of Uzbekistan on allied relations” signed in December
2021, which brought the relationship of states to a completely new level. The priority
area of cooperation is also the sphere of transport and transit traffic. Tourism between
Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan is growing. Residents of Kazakhstan acquire tourist
vouchers to Tashkent, Samarkand, Bukhara and other historical cities, where they
get acquainted with the original culture and traditions of the Uzbek people. Tourists
from Uzbekistan prefer to visit sacred places, for example, Turkestan, and the
megacities of Astana, Almaty, the resorts of Burabay, Balkhash, etc.

The sphere of education is developing dynamically: memorandums are
concluded between the higher institutions of the states (more than 50



memorandums), there is an exchange of students and teachers to increase the level
of professionalism and exchange of experience. In 2023, there were more than 15
thousand students from Uzbekistan in Kazakhstan.

In addition, it is planned to open three Kazakh universities in the Republic of
Uzbekistan. Negotiations are underway to open branches of Al-Farabi Kazakh
National University, L.N. Gumilyov Eurasian National University and M. Auezov
South Kazakhstan University in Tashkent. In turn, the opening of the Tashkent
Institute of Irrigation and Agricultural Mechanization Engineers is planned in Taraz
city. The opening of branches of Kazakh universities in Uzbekistan and branches of
Uzbek universities in Kazakhstan is an important breakthrough in relations between
the two states in terms of mutual projection of what is called “soft power”.

Regional Security

The integration of Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan plays a significant role in the
security of the region. An example of this is the Declaration between the Republic
of Kazakhstan and the Republic of Uzbekistan on allied relations signed in
December 2021, which took the form of the Treaty on Allied Relations. "Allied
relations between the Republic of Kazakhstan and the Republic of Uzbekistan are
built on the basis of comprehensive cooperation, trust, equality and mutual
consideration of national interests, mutual respect for independence, sovereignty,
territorial integrity and inviolability of state borders, as well as conscientious
fulfillment of mutual obligations," the Treaty says.[2] The agreement provides for
close cooperation in the field of security, that is, in the event of a threat to one of the
republics, the other side guarantees comprehensive support, including military, if
necessary. In addition, the parties undertake not to participate in any blocs or
alliances, and also refrain from participating in any actions directed against the other
side. At the same time, states are making efforts to promote the settlement of regional
conflicts by peaceful means/through negotiations on the basis of generally
recognized norms of international law, and above all, respect for and ensuring the
sovereignty, territorial integrity and inviolability of the borders of states.[5] In the
current realities, in the context of global geopolitical turbulence, we believe that this
was a necessary step for even greater regional integration.

Conclusion

Thus, having made a brief analysis of the foreign policy of the Republic of
Uzbekistan in relation to the Republic of Kazakhstan, it can be said with confidence
that since 2016, the relationship between the two states has reached a completely
new high level. The leaders of the states resolved such issues as water use,
delimitation and demarcation of state borders between Uzbekistan, use of transport
communications, crossing state borders. Industrial and economic cooperation, the
cultural and humanitarian sphere, and the sphere of regional security are actively
developing. Undoubtedly, the foreign policy of the Republic of Uzbekistan meets



the national interests of both states. To date, the leaders of the states have laid a solid
foundation for prosperity and mutually beneficial cooperation and integration.

REFERENCES

[1] xaBakoBa K.B. O apyxkecTBeHHOW W MUPOMIOOMBOM TONHTUKE Y30EKHUCTaHA.
https://iiv.uz/ru/news/on-the-friendly-and-peaceful-policy-of-uzbekistan.

[2] VYxa3 [Ilpesupenra PecnyOsmmku VY30exkuctan, 28.01.2022 1 Ne VII-60
https://lex.uz/ru/docs/5841077.

[3] IIpe3unent Kazaxcrtana mposen meperoBopbl ¢ IIpe3umenrom Y30eKucTaHa B Y3KOM
COCTAaBe. https://akorda.kz/ru/prezident-kazahstana-provel-peregovory-s-pre zidentom-
uzbekistana-v-uzkom-sostave-6113036.

[4] ArenrcTBo ctatucTuku npu [Ipesunenre PecnyOmkn Y30ekucTaH. https://stat.uz/ru/

[5] Yepnenxko JI. Kazaxctan u VY30eKHCTaH IUIAHUPYIOT TIOAMKCATH JOTOBOP O

COIO3HMYECKHX OTHOIIIEHUAX. https://www.zakon.kz/ 637742 6-ka zakhstan-i-uzbekistan-
planiruyut-podpisat-dogovor-o-soyuznicheskikh-otnos heniyakh.html
REFERENCES

[1] Dzhavakova K.V. O druzhestvennoj 1 mirolyubivoj politike Uzbekistana [On the
friendly and peaceful policy of Uzbekistan] https:/iiv.uz/ru/news/on-the-friendly-and-peaceful-
policy-of-uzbekistan [in Russ.].

[2] Ukaz Prezidenta Respubliki Uzbekistan, 28.01.2022 g. No UP-60 [Decree of the
President of the Republic of Uzbekistan, dated January 28, 2022 No. UP-60]
https://lex.uz/ru/docs/5841077 [in Russ.].

[3] Prezident Kazahstana provel peregovory s Prezidentom Uzbekistana v uzkom sostave
[The President of Kazakhstan held talks with the President of Uzbekistan in a narrow
format]https://akorda.kz/ru/prezident-ka zahstana-prove l-pere govory-s-prezidentom-uzbekistana-
v-uzkom-sostave-6113036 [in Russ.].

[4] Agentstvo statistiki pri Prezidente Respubliki Uzbekistan [Agency of Statistics under
the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan]. https:/stat.uz/ru/[in Russ.].

[5] Chernenko L. Kazahstan i Uzbekistan planiruyut podpisat' dogovor o soyuznicheskih
otnosheniyah [Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan plan to sign an agreement on allied relations]
https://www.zakon.kz/6377426-kazakhstan-i-uzbekistan-planiruyut-podpisat-dogovor-o-
soyuznicheskikh-otnosheniyvakh.html [in Russ.].
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Annarna. byn makana O30excTtaH PecnyOnmKachIHBIH CHIPTKBI CascaThlHA apHAJFaH.
Kasipri yaxpitra ©O30ekctan PecnyOmmkacweiapiH Opraiblk A3usi enjfepiHe, aTam alTKaHaa
Kazakcranra KaThICTBI CBIPTKBI CasicaThl capanramalblK KOFaMJACTHIK apachlHAa epeKIIe
KbI3BIFYIIBUIBIK TIEH KOITereH IMiKipTajtacTapabl Tyablpaas! . XKone Oy ke3zaeiicok emec. 2016
*bltaH O6actan [11. Mup3ueeB Npe3waeHT KbI3METIHE KIPICKEHHEH KEHIH MEMJICKETTIH CHIPTKBI
casicaThlHIa JaMylnblH JkKaHa Ke3eHi Oactammbl. 2017-2021 >xeuimapmarbl 6ec O6achbiM OarbIT
OOibIHIIIA iC — KUMBUI CTPATETUACHIHA JKoHe kaHa ©30ekcTannbiH 2022-2026 >KplTFa apHaiFaH
Jlamy cTpaTeruschiHa eJ1 IPE3WACHTI CHIPTKBI CasiCATTHIH 0aCThI 0aCHIMIBIFBI-OPTAIBIK A3HSHBI
OeJriiern, coll apKbUIbl OHIPAE TaTy KOPLIUTK TEeH e3apa THIMA1 BIHTBIMAKTACTBIK, TYPaKTBIIbIK
MeH yWneciMIi Kepuilmik OenaeyiH Kypy MakcaThiH KoWnbl. Maxkana aBTopbl CTpaTerusHblH
KeKejereH OarbIThlHIA OEJrUIEHreH CHIPTKbI CasicCaTThIH Kas3ipri JaMmy Ke3€HIHIEri Heri3ri
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OarbITTapblH KapacThIPaJbl, TAPUXH, CAJBICTHIPMAIIbl KOHE KOHTEHT-Tallay CHSKTHI oJiCTEepAl
KoJaHy apkbuibl ©30ekcTan PecnyOmikacsl MeH Kazakcran PecnyOimmkacsl apachIHIaFbl KapbIM -
KaTbIHACTApJaFbl HETB3I1 JKETICTIKTEpre Hazap aynapajbl KoHe Tainaiinbel. byn omictep aBTOpra
O306ekcTtan PecnyOnmkaceiplH Ka3akcTaHMEH JTOCTBIK KapbIM-KAaTHIHACBIH HBIFANTyFa JKOHE
JAMBITYFa bIKNAJ €TeTIH Heriri (Qakropaapibl TONBIK KeJeMJe TajJayFa >KOHE aHBIKTayFa
MYMKIHIIK Oepmai. Ockl 0anThIH HeT3TT MakcaThl O30ekcTaH PecmyOmmKachIHBIH CHIPTKBI CasCaThIH
tannay oskoHe II.Mwup3ueeBTiH Kepili MEMJICKETIIEH BIHTBIMAKTACTBIKTA KOJ IKETKBIeH
HOTIDKEJIEPIH 1IbIFapy Oombil TaObUIaabl. ABTOp ©30eKcTaH XaablKapaiblK KaTbIHACTApPIbIH TEH
KYKBUIBI CYOBEKTiCI 00Ma OTBIPHIN, OHIPIIK JeHreine OeJICeHIi CHIPTKbI casicaT Kypri3eni,
Kazakcran Pecny0imkackiMeH e3apa THIMA1 KaThIHACTAP/bl 1aMBITA/Ibl )KOHE HBIFAWTAlIbl JEeTeH
KOPBITBIHIBIFA K1

Tipek co3nep: O30ekcTan Pecnybdmukacer, Kazakcran Pecnyomukacer, CeipTkpl casicat, L.
Mup3ueeB, CBIPTKBI casicaTThIH 0aCBIMIBIKTAPHI, KOIT FACBIPIBIK, CTpaTerns, reocascar
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Aunotanus. CTaThsd TIOCBSICHA BHEMIHEW monuTuke PecmnyOmmku Y30ekuctan. B
HacTosilee BpeMs OCOOBId HWHTEpPeC M MHOTOYHUCICHHbIE JUCKYCCHUHM CpPEIH 3KCIEPTHOTO
Co00IIeCTBAa BHI3BIBACT BHEIIHSAS TONMWTHKA PecrnyOnmkn Y30eKucTaH B OTHONICHHMM CTpPaH
Henrpanshoit A3un, a umenHo Kazaxcrana. U ato ve ciayuaiino. C 2016 rona nocie BCTYIUICHUS
III. Mup3u€eBa Ha noct IIpe3uneHra BHEUIHsAS MOJWTHKA TOCYAApCTBa BCTYIWIA B HOBBIM 3Tall
pazBurua. B CrpaTernu IeMBCTBHH IO ISITH OPHOPUTETHBIM HampaBicHusM B 2017-2021 romax
u Crpatermm pa3Burusi HoBoro Y30ekucrana va 2022-2026 roma mpe3uaeHT CTpaHbl 0003HAY WIT
[VIABHBIA MPHUOPUTET BHEIIHEW MOMUTHKA — LleHTpanbHas As3usi, TEM CaMbIM MOCTaBWI ILEJb -
co3/aTh TMOSIC JO0OpOCOCENCTBA W B3aMMOBBITOJIHOIO COTPYIHMYECTBA, CTAOWILHOCTH U
TapMOHUYHOIO COCEJICTBA B PETMOHE. ABTOp CTaThU PacCMaTPHUBAET OCHOBHBIC HAIPaBIIC HUS
BHEIIIHEN TOJIMTHKA HA COBPEMEHHOM 3Tale Pa3BUTHsS, OTMEYEHHbIE B OTJI€JIbHOM HATPABIIE HUU
Crparterud, akieHTHUPYsl BHAUMAHHE W AHAJIM3UPYS OCHOBHBIC JIOCTIDKEHHS BO B3aWMOJICHCTBUHU
Mexay Pecnybimkoit Y36ekuctanu Pecnyonmkoii Kazaxcran, myreM NpuMeHEHHsT TaKHX METO/IO0B
KaK UCTOPUYECKHM, CPaBHUTEIIbHBbIA M KOHTEHT-aHaJM3. JlaHHbIE METOJbI MO3BOIWIM ABTOPY B
TIOJTHOM Mepe MPOBECTU aHAJM3 U BBISIBUTH OCHOBHBIE (PaKTOPBI, CIIOCOOCTBYIOIIHME YKPETUIE HUIO
1 pa3BUTHIO JIpy)KeCKHX oTHomieHuid PecnyOmmkn Y30ekuctan ¢ Kazaxctanom. OCHOBHOM IIEJb kO
JIAaHHOM CTAaThU SIBJISIETCS aHAJIM3 BHEIIHEeW monuTuku PecnyOmku Y30ekucTaH U TOABEICHUES
pe3ynbTaToB, AOCTUrHYTHIX III.MUp3u€eBbIM B COTPYAHMYECTBE C COCEJHHM TI'OCYIAapCTBOM.
ABTOp TpHIIIENT K BBIBOAY, UTO Y30€KHCTaH, Oylydyr paBHONPABHBIM CYOBEKTOM MEXTyHAPOIHBIX
OTHOUICHUH, TPOBOAMUT AKTHBHYIO BHEIIHIOIO IMOJIWTUKY HA PETMOHAJIBHOM YPOBHE, Pa3BHBAET U
YKpeIUIsieT B3aUMOBBITOIHBIE OTHOIIEHHsT ¢ Pecrnybsmkoit Ka3zaxcras.

KarueBble ciaoBa: Pecnybmmka VY30ekucran, PecnyOmmka Kasaxcran, BHeIIHSS
nomurvka, [II.Mup3uéeB, NpHOPUTETHI BHEIIHEW TIOJIMTUKH, HAIMOHAJIBHBIE  HMHTEPECHI,
Crparerusi, reornoiImTiKa
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