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Abstract. In the framework of multipolarity, the paper analyzes Turkey’s
political and military collaboration with Central Asian nations as a crucial
component of contemporary regional security and the establishment of new
centers of influence. The growing rivalry between global and regional countries
over vital locations in Central Asia determines the topic’s importance, making the
examination of Turkish foreign policy action especially pertinent. The study’s goal
is to pinpoint the main trends, contributing elements, and outcomes of Turkey’s
expanding relations with Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan,
and Tajikistan.

The analysis of official papers, agreements, joint defense projects, arms
transfer statistics, and military training programs in Turkish academies for the
years 2020-2025 served as the basis for this work. The provision of Bayraktar
TB2 unmanned aerial vehicles, joint production projects for armored vehicles and
communication system modernization, the creation of a UAV operator training
center, and Turkey’s role in institutionalizing military-political interaction within
the Organization of Turkic States are just a few of the topics covered in the article.

The study’s findings demonstrate that Turkey is effectively utilizing
both the ideological components of Turkic unity and the practical interests of
Central Asian nations in modernizing its military. Potential hazards are also
noted, including the necessity to maintain a strategic balance, the complexity of
ties with other external actors in the region, and technological dependency on
Turkey. In summary, it is emphasized that in order to advance military-political
cooperation, Central Asian nations must actively handle new issues and take the
shifting global environment into consideration.

Key words: Turkey, Central Asia, political-military cooperation, Bayraktar
TB2, Organisation of Turkic States, regional security, international relations,
defence industry

Series “INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS and REGIONAL STUDIES” Ne2 (60) 2025 139



Mukatova D.

Introduction

High levels of volatility, escalating competition for influence in
strategically significant parts of the world, and the expanding involvement of
middle powers are characteristics of contemporary international relations. Due
to its advantageous geographic location and abundant natural resources, Central
Asia is increasingly becoming a battleground for major regional and international
players. Particularly noteworthy in this regard is the strengthening of Turkey’s
military and political ties with Central Asian nations, which has recently taken on
new forms and become more institutionalized.

Analysis of new forms of Turkey’s foreign policy activity, identification
of mechanisms and factors for strengthening its relationship with the Turkic-
speaking states of the region, and evaluation of the effects of these processes on
regional security and the international system at large are necessary conditions
for the topic’s relevance. In light of the evolving global political landscape, this
study aims to pinpoint the unique characteristics, contributing elements, and
future potential of Turkey’s military-political cooperation with Central Asia.
The study’s subject is the manifestations, processes, and outcomes of Turkey’s
military-political ties with Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan,
and Tajikistan.

Materials and methods

The study’s methodology is based on the international relations theories
of regionalism, constructivism, and political realism. The study’s analysis of
political and defense processes is founded on the ideas of comprehensiveness
and interdisciplinarity. The study looks at specific instances of military-political
interaction using the case study approach, comparative analysis, systemic and
structural analysis, and content analysis of official documents.

The study’s empirical foundation consists of publications in peer-reviewed
scientific journals, materials from the Organization of Turkic States, analytical
reports from international research centers, and official documents from the
ministries of foreign affairs and defense of Turkey and Central Asian nations. The
study’s 2020-2025 timeframe allows for consideration of current international
relations trends as well as the dynamics of regional processes.

Results

The analysis has demonstrated that Turkey’s political and military
cooperation with Central Asian nations is evolving along a number of important
axes, representing Ankara’s cultural and identity ambitions as well as pragmatic
interests.

The institutionalization of interaction within the Organization of Turkic
States (OTS) framework is one of the key components. The creation of the Turkic
Military Committee, defense minister meetings, and the creation of cooperative
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security projects have all contributed to the recent escalation in defense-related
activity. Within the OTS, combating cyber threats, transnational crime, and
terrorism has taken center stage, indicating Turkey’s and the states’ aim to develop
a coordinated security strategy.

In bilateral ties, military-technical cooperation plays a significant role.
Modern weapons, particularly the Bayraktar TB2 unmanned aerial vehicles,
which are effectively employed in Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan’s defense systems,
are being actively supplied by Turkey to Central Asian nations. Promising
possibilities also include cooperative projects on modernizing communication
and troop control systems and producing light armored vehicles. The region’s
nations are more reliant on Turkish technology as a result of Turkey’s provision of
maintenance services, expert training, and infrastructure development in addition
to equipment delivery.

Regular joint exercises help to test operational cooperation mechanisms
between the armed forces in a real-world setting. Along with other bilateral
maneuvers, the TurAz Qartali exercises between Turkey, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan,
and Uzbekistan help to improve military compatibility, share current battle
expertise, and foster trust among military leaders.

In Turkey, military training is highly valued. Central Asian nations are able
to train officers with contemporary standards of warfare and defense organization
thanks to the allocation of quotas for training at Turkish military colleges. Short-
term training in demining, information security, and counterterrorism is a crucial
component that satisfies the regional countries’ demands for the development of
pertinent competencies.

Promoting the concepts of Turkic peoples’ solidarity internationally is one
way that Turkey engages in political and diplomatic activities. Central Asian
nations’ foreign policy endeavors are actively coordinated by Ankara, which
also supports their actions at the UN, OIC, and other international organizations.
Turkey presents itself as a protector of the region’s nations’ independence and
sovereignty, which is crucial given the escalating rivalry for influence in Central
Asia between China, Russia, and the West.

Discussion

Ankara’s comprehensive strategy, which harmoniously integrates elements
of both hard and soft power, underpins the steady expansion of Turkey’s military
and political cooperation with the Central Asian republics [1]. By employing
a combination of economic incentives, military-technical collaboration, and
appeals to a shared Turkic identity, Turkey systematically strengthens its
regional influence [2]. This multifaceted approach facilitates the establishment
of institutionalized and enduring partnerships, with the diversity of interaction
mechanisms playing a crucial role in ensuring their sustainability.
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One of the most prominent dimensions of this cooperation is Turkey’s
supply of advanced weaponry to Central Asian states. Between 2021 and 2024, a
total of 56 Bayraktar TB2 unmanned aerial vehicles were delivered to the region:
Uzbekistan acquired 30 units, Kyrgyzstan received 6, and Kazakhstan purchased
20 [3][4]. These deliveries aimed to enhance national armed forces’ capabilities
in intelligence gathering, surveillance, and precision strikes. The integration of
Bayraktar TB2 drones into the military structures of these states has significantly
improved their capacity for conducting combat operations in challenging terrains
and for reinforcing border security. Additionally, the procurement of these
systems has facilitated the development of training infrastructures necessary for
operating unmanned aerial platforms.

The expansion of Turkish arms exports, particularly in the unmanned systems
sector, should be contextualized within broader global political dynamics. During
the presidency of Donald Trump (2017-2021), the United States introduced
stricter export controls on high-technology weapons, including attack drones
[5]. This tightening of regulations created a window of opportunity for Turkey
to position itself as an alternative supplier on the international arms market.
Exploiting this niche, Ankara was able to offer effective and competitively priced
systems to Central Asian states without the stringent political conditionalities
typically associated with Western suppliers. Consequently, Turkey not only filled
a strategic void but also solidified its role as a key partner for Central Asian
militaries in modernizing their defense capabilities.

Alongside the expansion of bilateral military-technical cooperation, a series
of official summits played a pivotal role in institutionalizing Turkey’s strategic
partnerships with the Central Asian republics. These high-level meetings not only
formalized defense collaboration but also laid the groundwork for sustained and
coordinated military initiatives.

The first significant event occurred in May 2022, when the President of
Kazakhstan, Kassym-Jomart Tokayev, paid a formal visit to Turkey. During this
meeting, the two sides signed a Protocol on Military-Technical Cooperation and
an Agreement on Strategic Security Partnership [6]. The primary focus of these
agreements was to deepen bilateral cooperation in the defense industry, enhance
joint training programs, and facilitate coordinated military exercises. To ensure
systematic implementation, a joint working group was subsequently established
to oversee defense-related initiatives.

The second major development took place in March 2022, during the
combined session of the Supreme Council of Strategic Partnership between
Uzbekistan and Turkey, held in Ankara [7]. At this summit, a Memorandum
of Understanding on military cooperation and the licensed development of
defense products was signed. One of the tangible outcomes was the launch of the
TuranTech project, aimed at modernizing digital communication systems within
Uzbekistan’s armed forces. By 2024, the first upgraded complexes had already
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been delivered and integrated into military operations.

Third, collective security and military-technical cooperation reached a new
level of prominence during the Organization of Turkic States (OTS) Summit
in Samarkand in November 2022 [8]. For the first time, these issues were
prioritized at the regional level, resulting in the endorsement of the Action Plan
for the Development of Defense Cooperation until 2026. This comprehensive
plan envisages coordinated measures to combat transnational threats, the
harmonization of weapons standards among member states, and the conduct of
joint military exercises.

Finally, the bilateral summit between the presidents of Kyrgyzstan
and Turkey in June 2023 further demonstrated the growing depth of defense
collaboration [9]. During the meeting in Ankara, an agreement was signed on
technology transfer and the establishment of a UAV operator training center
in Bishkek. This initiative is intended to strengthen Kyrgyzstan’s defense
capabilities while reducing its dependence on foreign technological suppliers,
thereby promoting greater strategic autonomy in the security sector.

In addition to the supply of military equipment, Turkey has actively
initiated a number of cooperative defense-related projects aimed at deepening its
strategic ties with Central Asian states. One of the most significant initiatives in
this regard is the “KazTiirkArmored” project launched in Kazakhstan in 2021, in
partnership with Turkish defense firms Otokar and Aselsan [10]. This project goes
beyond mere equipment delivery by encompassing the licensed production of
Arma 8x8 armored vehicles and the integration of advanced communication and
troop management technologies. By the end of 2024, the project had successfully
produced and delivered 24 armored vehicles to the Kazakh Armed Forces,
representing a tangible step toward enhancing Kazakhstan’s defense industrial
capacity and technological self-sufficiency.

An equally crucial pillar of Turkey’s military-political cooperation with
Central Asian countries is the sphere of military education and training. Between
2020 and 2024, Turkey allocated 380 placements for military professionals from
Central Asia to study at its prestigious military academies [11]. The distribution
of these placements reflects a balanced regional approach: Kazakhstan accounted
for 140 slots, Uzbekistan for 110, Kyrgyzstan for 80, and Turkmenistan for 50.
Training was conducted in leading institutions such as the Turkish Air Force
Academy and the Army Academy in Ankara, covering a broad spectrum of
strategic disciplines including cybersecurity, communications engineering,
counterterrorism operations, and tactical officer training.

Graduates of these programs have returned to their home countries
equipped with modern military knowledge and skills, actively contributing to
the development of new doctrinal approaches, the reform of national armed
forces, and the strengthening of their states’ overall combat readiness. Through
the combination of joint production initiatives and comprehensive training
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programs, Turkey has thus established a multifaceted model of military-political
cooperation with Central Asian republics, simultaneously promoting regional
security and expanding its strategic influence.

It is important to emphasize that these areas of cooperation not only improve
Central Asian nations’ defense capabilities but also increase their institutional
and technological reliance on Turkey. The region’s nations have greater access to
contemporary technologies, training, and assistance, but they are also becoming
more involved in projects started by Ankara, necessitating strategic adaptability
in the face of escalating rivalry among foreign players.

Even with the accomplishments, there are still risks. Turkey must strike a
balance between its aspirations in Central Asia and those of China and Russia,
who have historically seen the area as their sphere of influence [12]. These states
may become concerned about increased military cooperation, which could have
an impact on regional stability. Central Asian nations should also diversify their
military-technical alliances and take into account the dangers of technological
reliance.

By expanding cooperative projects, increasing personnel training, and
developing a joint defense industry, we may anticipate further strengthening
military-political cooperation between Turkey and the Central Asian republics in
the future. Both the independence of the Central Asian states in areas of national
security and Ankara’s standing as one of the region’s major foreign policy actors
would be strengthened as a result.

Conclusion

In light of the political unrest around the world, Turkey’s current military
and political collaboration with Central Asian nations is a major factor in the
evolution of the regional security framework. Turkey is actively pursuing a
strategy of comprehensive cooperation based on the provision of modern weapons,
the creation of cooperative defense projects, the training of skilled military
personnel, and the institutionalization of cooperation through the mechanisms of
the Organization of Turkic States in an effort to increase its geopolitical presence.

As a counterbalance to conventional centers of influence, the study’s
findings show that Turkey is effectively assimilating into the Central Asian security
system and providing the nations in the region with alternative models of defense
cooperation and foreign policy. The states in the region are finding the Turkish
approach, which combines pragmatism and ideological affinity, appealing when it
comes to strengthening national sovereignty and diversifying their foreign policy
relationships. The risks of technological dependence, shifting foreign alignments,
and heightened struggle for control over energy and transportation routes are just
a few of the new geopolitical problems that both parties must acknowledge if this
relationship is to continue to grow.
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Strengthening military and political ties between Turkey and the Central
Asian republics may be crucial to regional stabilization in the face of rising
global instability and growing hostility between superpowers. Such a partnership
might support a more independent, sustainable, and balanced development model
in Central Asia, founded on the ideas of political autonomy and mutual benefit,
provided it is accompanied by strategic foresight, efficient risk management, and
a flexible multi-vector policy.
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TYPKUSHBIH OPTAJIBIK A3USI MEMJIEKETTEPIMEH 9CKEPH-
CASICU BIHTBIMAKTACTbBIF bl
*Myxkarosa J1.B.!
*1 AObutaii xaH aTeiHarel Ka3ak xalbIKapasblK KaTbIHACTAp XKOHE
oneMm Tuiaepl yauBepeurteti, Anmarsl, Kazakcran

Angarna. Makamana TypkusaeiH OpTanblk A3us MeMJIEKeTTepiMeH
9CKepH-casicu BIHTHIMAKTACTEIFEI Kazipri alMaKTBIK KayiMnCi3IKTIH
KOHE KOINMOJSAPIbUIBIK JKaFAaiibIHAa JKaHAa BIKOAT €Ty OpTalbIKTapbiH
KAJIBIMTACTHIPYABIH MaHBI3IbI AJIEMEHTI PETIH/E KapacThIpbUIaabl. TaKbIPBITITHIH
e3eKkTuIIr OpranblK As3usfarbl CTPaTErHsUIBIK MO3ULMSUIAp YUIIH QJIeMAIK
JKOHE alMaKTBHIK JepiKaBaapIblH OJCEKeJIEeCTIrHIH KYIICI0IMEH aHBIKTaIabl,
OyJ1 TYPIKTIH CBIPTKBI Casicl OCJICEHAUTITIH TayuJayabl epeKIle CYpaHbICKa He
eremi. 3eprreymiH Makcarbl TypkusaslH Kazakcranmen, KpIprpizcTanmew,
O30ekcTanmen, TypikMeHcTaHMeH >koHe ToXKIKCTaHMEH e3apa 1C-KMMBUIBIH
TEPEHAETYIH HEri3ri OaFrbITTapbliH, 1aMy (akTopiapbl MEH CaJIJapblH aHBIKTAay
00:bIIT TAOBUIAIEL.

Kympic 2020-2025 >xpurmap apalbIFbIHIAFRl TYPIK aKaJeMUsIapbIHIA
pecMH  KyKarTapisl, KendiciMaepai, OipiecKkeH KOpFaHbIC ko0ajaphbliH,
Kapy-*&apaKTbl JKETKI3y CTAaTHUCTUKACBIH »OHE OCKepH KaapiapAbl Jaspiay
OargapiamanapblH TajjaayFa HerizaenreH. Makanana Bayraktar tb2 yikeimicei3
Yy amnmapaTTapblH JKETKI3y, OpOHBJbI TEXHUKAaHBI Oipiecinm eHIIpy >XKoHe
OaillaHpIC KYHENepiH >KaHFBIPTY >ko0amapel, ¥ YA orepaTtopiiapeiH Jaspiay
OPTaJILIFBIH YHBIMIACTBIPY, COHIal-aK TypKi MeMieKkeTTepl ¥ UbIMBI asiChIH/IaFbI
OCKEpH-CasICH ©3apa iC-KUMBUIABl WHCTHTYIIMOHATU3AIUSIAYAaFbl TYPKUSHBIH
peJil CUSIKTBI aCMIEKTLIEp erKeN-Ter kel KapacTbIpbLIaIbl.

3eprrey nHotmkenepi Typkus e3iHiH Kapymer Kymrepin ska”FbIpTyIa
Opranbik Asus enaepinin nparmaTypkus, Optanblk A3us, SCKepU-casch
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bIHTBIMAKTacThlK, Bayraktar TB2, Typki memiiekeTTepiHIH YHBIMBI, OHIpIIK
Kayinci3liK, XaJbIKapalblK KaTbIHACTAp, KOPFAHBIC OHEPKICiOl, ocKepu Oiiim,
CTPATETHsUIBIK SPINTECTIKTHUKAIBIK MYLICTEPIH JIe, TYPKI BIHTBIMAKTACTHIFbIHBIH
UJICOJIOTHSUTBIK DJIEMEHTTEPiH J¢ TaObICTHI MalaNaHaTBIHBIH Kepceremi. by
peTTe BIKTUMaJl TOyeKeAep aHbIKTaNAbl: TypKUsFa TEXHOJOTHSUIBIK TOYEIALIIK,
OHIpAIH 0acKa CHIPTKbI aKTepliepiMEH KapbIM-KATBIHACTHIH KYPICICHY1 JKOHE
CTPaTerusIbIK TEMe-TEHMAIKTI cakTay KaxerTuniri. KopbIThiHIbLIAN —Kee,
OCKEpH-CasACU BIHTBIMAKTACTBIKTHI OJ1aH opi AaMbITy OpTaiblk A3us eniepiHeH
TYBIHIAUTBIH CBIH-KaTepiepai OenceHai OacKapyabl >XKOHE e3repill OTBIpFaH
XasbIKapaiablK KOHBIOHKTYPAHbI €CKEPY/Il TaJjlall €TeTiHl aTan oTUIIl.

Tipek co3aep: Typkusi, Opranbik A3usi, 9CKEPU-CASICU BIHTHIMAKTACTHIK,
Bayraktar TB2, Typki MemieKkeTTepiHiH YHBIMBI, alMaKTBIK KayilCi3iK,
XaJIbIKapaJIbIK KaTbIHACTap, KOPFaHBIC OHEPKACIOl

BOEHHO-ITIOJIUTUYECKOE COTPYAHUYECTBO TYPLHUU C
T'OCYJIAPCTBAMMU LIEHTPAJIBHOM A3UHA
*Myxkarosa J1.B.!
*1 KazaxCKuil yHUBEPCUTET MEKIYHAPOIHBIX OTHOIICHHI U MUPOBBIX SI3bIKOB
nMmeHn AObLai xana, AyiMartel, Kazaxcran

AHHoTamusi. B crarbe paccMarpuBaeTCs  BOEHHO-IIOJUTHYECKOE
coTpynHudectBo Typumu ¢ rocyaapcrBaMu LleHTpanbHOW A3MM Kak BayKHBIN
3JIEMEHT COBPEMEHHOM pernoHaabHON 0€30MacHOCTH U (OPMUPOBAHMS HOBBIX
LIEHTPOB BIUSHUSA B YCIOBUSX MHOTIONOJSPHOCTU. AKTYyallbHOCTb TEMBI
ONPENENAETCS YCUIECHNEM KOHKYPEHIIMNA MUPOBBIX U PErHOHAIBHBIX JEPKAB 3a
CTpaTernyeckue no3unuu B LleHTpanbHoi A3uH, 4TO JENIaeT aHAIU3 TYPELKON
BHEIIIHENOJIUTUYECKOM  aKTUBHOCTH OCOOEGHHO BocTpeOoBaHHBIM. Llenb
HCCIIEIOBAHMSI 3aK/IF0YAETCSl B BBISIBIICHUU KJIIOUEBBIX HalpaBieHUH, (pakTopoB
pa3BUTHS U NTOCNIEACTBUH yrryOnenus B3aumoseiictsus Typruu ¢ Kazaxcranow,
Keipreizcranom, Y36ekucranom, TypkmeHHCcTaHOM M TaKMKHUCTaHOM.

PaGora onupaercs Ha aHaiKU3 OPUIMAIBHBIX TOKYMEHTOB, COIVIAILIEHUH,
COBMECTHBIX OOOPOHHBIX IPOEKTOB, CTATUCTHUKU IIOCTABOK BOOPYKEHHH H
[IpOrpaMM IOATOTOBKM BOCHHBIX KaJpOB B TYpPELKHUX aKaJEeMHIX 3a IEPUOL
2020-2025 rogos. B craree monpoOHO paccMaTpHUBAIOTCS TaKWE ACTEKTHI, KaK
MOCTaBKM OECHMIIOTHBIX JIeTaTesbHBIX anmaparoB Bayraktar TB2, mpoektsl
COBMECTHOTO IPOU3BOJICTBA OPOHETEXHUKH M MOJCPHHU3AIMHM CHUCTEM CBSI3H,
opraHu3anus LHeHTpa noaroroBku oneparopos BIIJIA, a Taxxke pons Typuun
B MHCTUTYLHOHAJIN3ALMM BOCHHO-TIOJIMTHYECKOTO B3aUMOJEHCTBUS B paMKax
Opranuzanuu TIOPKCKUX rOCyJapCTB.

Pesynbrarel  uccieoBaHMS  IOKa3bIBAKOT, 4YTO Typous  yCHEIIHO
HCIIONB3YyeT KaK IparMaTM4ecKue HWHTepechl cTpaH lLleHTpanpHON A3uu B
MOJICpPHU3ALUU CBOUX BOOPYKEHHBIX CHJI, TaK U HJICOJIOTMYECKHUE HIIEMEHTHI
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TIOPKCKOW conuaapHocTU. Ilpu 3TOM BbISBIEHBI MOTEHIUAIbHBIE PUCKU:
TEXHOJIOTUYECKas 3aBUCUMOCTD OT TYpPIIMH, OCTI0KHEHHE OTHOILIEHUH C JPyTUMU
BHEIIIHUMH aKTOPaMHU PEerHoHa U HeOOXOAUMOCTh COXPAaHEHHs CTPaTernYeCcKOro
OanaHca. B 3akioueHne moquepKuUBaeTcs, YTo JalbHEWIee pa3BUTHE BOCHHO-
MOJIUTUYECKOTO COTpyIHUYeCTBa TpedyeT oT cTpaH LleHTpanbHolt Aszuun
AKTUBHOTO YIIPaBJICHUs BO3HMKAIOIIMMM BBI30BAMHM M Yyuye€Ta MEHSIOLIEHCS
MEXTyHapOJIHON KOHBIOHKTYPHI.

Kuarouesbie cioBa: Typuus, [lentpanbHas A3usi, BOGHHO-TIOJTUTHYECKOE
coTpyaHuyectBo, Bayraktar TB2, Opranu3anusi TIOPKCKUX TOCYIapcCTB,
peruoHanbHass 0O€30MaCHOCTb, MEXKAyHApOJIHbIE OTHOILIEHUS, OOOpPOHHAas
MIPOMBIIIJIEHHOCTh
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